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San Diego Region Implementation Grant Proposal 
ATTACHMENT 13: 
Letters of Support or Opposition 
 
 

LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
Letters of support for the San Diego Integrated Regional Water Management Step 2 
Implementation Grant Proposal and the projects included in this proposal are attached.   
 
LETTERS OF OPPOSITION 
No letters of opposition have been received. 
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GOVERNING BOARD SWEETWATER AUTHORITY 
505 GARRETT AVENUE R. MITCHEL BEAUCHAMP. CHAIR 

POST OFFICE BOX 2328 JAMES C. ALKIRE, VICE CHAIR 

JAMES "JIM" DOUO CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA 91912-2328 
RON MORRIS ON (619) 420-1413 
WD. "BUD" POCKLIN GTON 

FAX (619) 425-7469 
TERRY THOMAS 

http ://www.sweetwater.org MARGA RET COOl< WELSH 

DENNI S A BOSTAO 

GENER AL MANAGER 

MARK N. ROGERS 

OPERATIONS MANAGER January 21,2008 

Ms. Tracie Billington 
Department of Water Resources 
Division of Planning and Local Assistance 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects
 

Dear Ms. Billington:
 

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
 
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
 
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.
 

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project "Feasibility Study"
 
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
 
being the correct reference . Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
 
"feasibility study" is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
 
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support .
 

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.
 

Sincerely,
 
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY
 

Rick Alexander
 
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services
 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - General Manager, Sweetwater Authority 
Jim Barrett - Director, City of San Diego Water Department 

A Public WaterAgency
 
Serv ing National City, Chula Vista and SurroundingA reas
 



 



STATE CAPITOL	 COMMITIEES 
P.O. BOX 942849 CHAIR 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0079 VET ERANS AFFAIRS 
(916) 319-2079 

MEMBERFAX (916) 319-2179 
HEALTH 
JOBS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND DISTRICT OFFICE 

THE ECONOMY 678 THIRD AVENUE, SUITE 105 
WATER, PARKS AND WILDLIFE CHULA VISTA, CA 91910 

(619) 409-7979 SELECT COMMITIEE ON BIOTECHN OLOGY 
FAX (619) 409-9270 

MARY SALAS 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, SEVENTY-NINTH DISTRICT 

January 8, 2007 

Ms. Tracie Billington
 
Department of Water Resources
 
Division of Planning and Local Assistance
 
P.O. Box 942836
 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001
 

Dear Ms. Billington : 

I am wr iting in support of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Feasibility Study . A 
funding application for this important study is included as part of the San Diego Integrated Regional Water 
Management Plan (SDIRWIVIP) submittal. The San Diego County Water Authority , City of San Diego, 
and County of San Diego have managed the development of the SDIRWMP to coordinate water resource 
management efforts in the San Diego Region. 

Sweetwater Authority and the City of San Diego are requesting $750 ,000 in fund ing through the 
SDIRWMP to advance a study of the Four Reservoir Intertie System . Connecting the San Vicente, EI 
Capitan , Loveland, and Murray Reservoirs would allow for an efficient use of the reservoirs, increase the 
region 's water supply reliab ility, increase water storage capability by approximately 100,000 acre-feet, 
increase the ability to efficiently supply water at the lowest possible cost, and take advantage of energy 
management opportunit ies. Implementation of this project has the potent ial of benefiting approximately 
1.5 million San Diego County residents by increasing the capability to store and manage imported water 
in four existing San Diego County reservoirs, making the region more resistant to drought and water 
delivery service interruptions. Water agencies, including the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (MWD), have long recognized that there is a limited and increasingly seasonal supply of water 
for a growing Southern California population, and they have encouraged water agencies to develop 
increased storage capacity to take advantage of cyclical water availability and ease dry season impacts 
on the San Francisco Bay-Delta and the Colorado River . Increased water storage capacity is a key goal 
of both the 2005 California Water Plan Update and the Cal-Fed Plan for managing Bay-Delta water 
resources. 

The SDIRWMP is a proposal that contains a var iety of excellent projects that will optim ize water supply 
reliability , protect and enhance water qual ity, provide stewardship of natural resources, and coordinate 
and integrate water resource management in the San Diego Region . I encourage you to include funding 
for the Four Reservoir Intertie feasibility study in the SDIRWMP. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Assemblymember - 79th District 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
 
Jim Barrett - Director, City of San Diego Water Department
 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
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505 GARRETT AVENUE R. MITCHEL BEAUCHAMP. CHAIR 

POST OFFICE BOX 2328 JAMES C. ALKIRE, VICE CHAIR 

JAMES "JIM" DOUD CHULA VISTA, CALIFORN IA 919 12-2328 
RON MORRISON (619) 420-141 3 
W.o. "BUD" POCKLINGTON FAX (619) 425-7469 
TERRY THOMAS 
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DENNIS A. BOSTAD 

GEN ERAL MANAGER 

MARK N. ROGERS 

OPERATIONS MANAG ER 

January 21, 2008 

Mr. Scott Couch 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Financial Assistance 
1001 I Street, 16th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects 

Dear Mr. Couch: 

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
 
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
 
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.
 

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project "Feasibility Study"
 
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
 
being the correct reference . Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
 
"feasibility study" is in error. Because ofthe submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
 
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.
 

Please be in touch if! may provide additional information.
 

Sincerely,
 
SV\'EETWATER AUTHORITY
 

Rick Alexander
 
Director ofEnvironm ental and Governmental Services
 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - General Manager, Sweetwater Authority 
Jim Barrett - Director, City of San Diego Water Department 

A Puhlic Water Agency
 
Serving N ational City, Chula Vista and Surrounding A reas
 



 



STATE CAPITOL 
P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249 -0079 
(916) 319-2079 

FAX (916) 319-2179 
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COMMITIEES 

CHAIR 
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

MEMBER 
HEALTH 

DISTRICT OFFICE 
678 THIRD AVENUE, SUITE 105 

CHULA VISTA, CA 91910 

JOBS, ECONOMIC DEVE LOPMENT, AND 
THE ECONO MY 

WATER, PARKS AND WILDLIFE 

(619) 409-7 979 SELECT COMMITIEE ON BIOTECHN OLOGY 
FAX (619) 409-9270 

MARY SALAS 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER , SEVENTY-NINTH DISTRICT 

January 8, 2007 

Mr. Scott Couch 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Financial Assistance 
1001 I Street , is" Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Couch : 

I am writing in support of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Feasibility Study . A 
funding application for this important study is included as part of the San Diego Integrated Regional Water 
Management Plan (SDIRWMP) submittal. The San Diego County Water Authority, City of San Diego , 
and County of San Diego have managed the development of the SDIRWMP to coordinate water resource 
management efforts in the San Diego Region. 

Sweetwater Authority and the City of San Diego are requesting $750 ,000 in funding through the 
SDIRWMP to advance a study of the Four Reservoir Intertie System . Connecting the San Vicente, EI 
Capitan, Loveland, and Murray Reservoirs would allow for an efficient use of the reservoirs, increase the 
region's water supply reliability , increase water storage capability by approximately 100,000 acre-feet, 
increase the ability to efficiently supply water at the lowest possible cost , and take advantage of energy 
management opportunities. Implementation of this project has the potent ial of benefiting appro ximately 
1.5 million San Diego County residents by increasing the capability to store and manage imported water 
in four existing San Diego County reservoirs, making the region more resistant to drought and water 
delivery service interruptions. Water agencies, includ ing the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (MWD), have long recogni zed that there is a limited and increasingly seasonal supply of water 
for a growing Southern California population, and they have encouraged water agencies to develop 
increased storage capacity to take advantage of cyclical water availability and ease dry season impacts 
on the San Francisco Bay-Delta and the Colorado River . Increased water storage capacity is a key goal 
of both the 2005 California Water Plan Update and the Cal-Fed Plan for managing Bay-Delta water 
resources . 

The SDIRWMP is a proposal that contains a variety of excellent projects that will optimize water supply 
reliability, protect and enhance water quality, provide stewardship of natural resources, and coordinate 
and integrate water resource management in the San Diego Region. I encourage you to include funding 
for the Four Reservoir Intertie feasibility study in the SDIRWMP. 

Sincerely , 

-rn ~
 
Marys5"
 
Assemblymember - 79th District
 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - General Manager, Sweetwater Authority 
Jim Barrett - Director, City of San Diego Water Department 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
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POST OFFICE BOX 2328 JAMES C. ALKIRE, VICE CHAIR 

JAMES "JIM" DOUO CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA 91912-2328 
RON MORRIS ON (619) 420-1413 
WD. "BUD" POCKLIN GTON 

FAX (619) 425-7469 
TERRY THOMAS 

http ://www.sweetwater.org MARGA RET COOl< WELSH 

DENNI S A BOSTAO 

GENER AL MANAGER 

MARK N. ROGERS 

OPERATIONS MANAGER January 21,2008 

Ms. Tracie Billington 
Department of Water Resources 
Division of Planning and Local Assistance 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects
 

Dear Ms. Billington:
 

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
 
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
 
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.
 

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project "Feasibility Study"
 
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
 
being the correct reference . Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
 
"feasibility study" is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
 
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support .
 

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.
 

Sincerely,
 
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY
 

Rick Alexander
 
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services
 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - General Manager, Sweetwater Authority 
Jim Barrett - Director, City of San Diego Water Department 

A Public WaterAgency
 
Serv ing National City, Chula Vista and SurroundingA reas
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S ENATO R 

SEL EC T CO M ~u TT E E S 

CH AIR . C A LIFORN IA · MEX IC O 
C O OPERATION 

CH AIR , CO L O RADO RIVER 
CHAIR. JOIN T L E G ISLAT IV E B U D GET DENISE MORENO DUCH E NY CHAIR, OV E RSIG H T O F TH E 
JOIN T L E GI SLAT I V E AUDIT UC ENERGY LABS 

FORTIETH S E N AT E DISTRICT BOA RDS 

C A LIFORNIA WORK F ORC E 
IN VESTM ENT 

January 22, 2008 S TATE P U B LIC WORKS 

Ms. Tracie Bill ington 
Departme nt of Water Resources 
Division of Plannin g and Local Ass istance 
P.O. Box 94283 6 
Sacramento, CA 94236-000 I 

Dear Ms. Billington: 

I am writ ing in support of the Sweetwa ter Authority and C ity of San Diego 's reques t for $750,000 in 
funding through the San Diego Integrat ed Region al Water Management Plan (SDIRW MP) submitta l, to 
advance the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intert ie Project Feasibility Study. 

The San Diego County Water Authority, City of San Diego, and Co unty of San Diego have managed the 
deve lopment ofthe SD fRWMP to coordin ate wat er resource management throughout the San Diego 
Region. Funding for the SDIRWMP wil l advance a study of the Four Reservoir Intert ie System (FRfS). 
The I:I{IS would connect the San Vice nte, [I Capitan, Love land, and Murray Reservoirs to allow for an 
effic ient use of the reservo irs, increase the regio n's water supply re liability, increase wate r storage 
capability by appr oximately] 00,0 00 acre-feet, increase the ability to supply water effic iently at the 
lowest possible cost, and take adva ntage of energy management opportunities. Implementation of this 
project has the potential of benefit ing approx imate ly 1.5 mill ion San Diego County res idents by 
increasing the ca pability to store and manage imported wa ter in four ex isting San Diego Co unty 
reservoirs, makin g the region more resistant to drou ght and water delivery interrupt ions. 

Water agencies have long recognized that there is a limited and increasingly seasona l supply of water for 
a grovv ing Southern Ca lifornia population. It is imperat ive for water agenc ies to deve lop increased 
storage capacity to take advan tage of cycl ical water ava ilability and to ease dry season impact s on the San 
Franc isco Bay-Delta and the Colorado River. Increased water storage ca pac ity is a key goa l of both the 
2005 Ca lifornia Water Plan Update and the Ca l-Fed Plan for managing Bay-Delta wa ter resources. 

The SDlRWMP is a proposal that contains a variety of exce llent projects that will opt imize water supply 
re liability, protect and enhance wate r qual ity, provide stew ardship of natur al I'esources, and integrate 
water resource manage ment in the San Diego Region . Thank yo u for your time and consideration of this 
important fund ing request for the Four Reservoir lntertie feasibility study in the SD IRWM P. 

Sincerely, 

j)hvt ~'-"- 111.,~ fL~
 
DENISE MOR ENO DUC HENY 
State Senato r, 40th District 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - Genera l Manager, Swe etwa ter Author ity 
Jim Barrett - Direc tor, City of San Diego Water Department 
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FAX (91 6) 327 -3 5 2 2 

T EL 16 191 4 0 9 ·7 690 
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FAX ( 7 6 0 ) 3 3 5 -3444 

TEL ( 7 6 0 ) 398 · 6 4 4 2 
FAX 17 6 0 1 3 98·6470 
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JAMES "JIM" DOUD CHULA VISTA, CALIFORN IA 919 12-2328 
RON MORRISON (619) 420-141 3 
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DENNIS A. BOSTAD 

GEN ERAL MANAGER 

MARK N. ROGERS 

OPERATIONS MANAG ER 

January 21, 2008 

Mr. Scott Couch 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Financial Assistance 
1001 I Street, 16th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects 

Dear Mr. Couch: 

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
 
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
 
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.
 

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project "Feasibility Study"
 
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
 
being the correct reference . Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
 
"feasibility study" is in error. Because ofthe submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
 
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.
 

Please be in touch if! may provide additional information.
 

Sincerely,
 
SV\'EETWATER AUTHORITY
 

Rick Alexander
 
Director ofEnvironm ental and Governmental Services
 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - General Manager, Sweetwater Authority 
Jim Barrett - Director, City of San Diego Water Department 

A Puhlic Water Agency
 
Serving N ational City, Chula Vista and Surrounding A reas
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8 0 ARDS 

C A LI F O R N IA WO R K FOR CE 
IN V E S T M ENT 

January 22, 200 8 S TAT E P UBLIC WO RKS 

Mr. Scott Cou ch 
State Water Resources Co ntrol Board 
Divis ion of Financial Ass istanc e 
1001 I Street, 16th Floor 
Sac ramento, C A 95814 

Dear Mr. Cou ch : 

I am writing in support of the Sweetwa ter Authority and City of San Die go ' s request for $7 50,000 in 
funding throu gh the San Diego Integrated Region al Water Management Plan (SDlR WMP) submitta l, to 
advance the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intert ie Project Feasib ility Study. 

The Sa n Diego Co unty Water Authority, C ity o f San Diego, and Co unty of San Diego have managed the 
developm ent of the SDIRWMP to coordinate water resource man agement throu ghout the San Diego 
Reg ion . Fund ing for the SDIRWMP will advance a study of the Fo ur Reservoi r Interti e System (FRTS). 
The FRIS would conn ect the Sa n Vicente, EI Capitan, Loveland , and Murray Reservoirs to a llow for an 
effic ient usc o f the reservoirs, increa se the region' s water supply reli ability, increase water storage 
ca pability by approx ima te ly 100,000 ac re-feet, increase the ability to supply wa ter e ffic ient ly at the 
lowes t poss ible cost and take advantage of energy management oppo rt unities . Implementation of this 
project has the potentia l o f benefiting approxi mate ly 1.5 milli on San Diego Co unty resid ent s by 
increasing the ca pabi lity to store and man age imported water in four ex isting San D iego Co unty' 
reservoi rs, making the region more resistant to drou ght and water delivery interrup tions. 

Wat er age ncies have long recogni zed that there is a limited and increasin gly seaso na l supply of wa te r for 
a grow ing Southern Ca liforn ia popul at ion. It is imperative for water agenc ies to develop increa sed 
storage ca paci ty to take adva ntage o f cyc lica l wa ter ava ilability and to ease dry sea so n impacts on the San 
Franc isco Bay-Delta and the Co lorado River. Increased water storage cap acity is a key goa l of both the 
2005 Cal ifornia Wate r Plan Upda te and the Cal-Fed Plan for manag ing Bay-Del ta wa ter resou rces. 

The SDI RWMP is a proposal that contains a va riety of ex cellent projects that will opt imize wat er supply 
rel iabil ity, protect and enhance wate r quality, prov ide stewards hip of natural reso urces, and integrate 
wa ter resource manage ment in the San Diego Regi on . Thank you for your time and considera tion of this 
important fund ing request for the Four Reservoir Interti e feasibility study in the SDfRWM P. 

Sincere ly, 

A1~ h\o~~ ~~~
 
DEN ISE MOREN O DUCH ENY 
State Senator, 40 th Distr ict 

cc :	 Dennis Bostad - Gen eral Man ager, Sweetwater Auth ority 
Jim Barrett - Director, C ity of San Diego Water Dep artment 

CAP ITO L OFFI CE C H U L A VI STA O F FICE IMPERIAL VA L L EY OFFi CE COAC H EL L A VA L L EY o FFICE 
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GENER AL MANAGER 
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Ms. Tracie Billington 
Department of Water Resources 
Division of Planning and Local Assistance 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects
 

Dear Ms. Billington:
 

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
 
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
 
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.
 

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project "Feasibility Study"
 
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
 
being the correct reference . Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
 
"feasibility study" is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
 
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support .
 

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.
 

Sincerely,
 
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY
 

Rick Alexander
 
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services
 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - General Manager, Sweetwater Authority 
Jim Barrett - Director, City of San Diego Water Department 

A Public WaterAgency
 
Serv ing National City, Chula Vista and SurroundingA reas
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STAT E P U BLIC \'VOR K S January 22, 2007 

Ms. Tracie Billington 
Departm ent of Water Resources 
Divisi on of Plannin g and Local Assistance 
P.O. Box 942 836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-000 I 

RE: SDm WMP, South San Diego County Water Suppl y Strategy - SUPPORT 

Dear Ms 13illington : 

J am writin g in support of funding for the South San Diego County Water Sup ply Strategy, an integrated, 
comprehens ive, and coo rdinated water resou rce mana gement approach that is included as part of tile San Diego 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (S DIRWMP) submitta l. 

The Otay Water District, City of San Diego, San Die go County Water Authority, and Sweetwater Authority arc 
currently pursuing development of the South San Diego County Water Suppl y Strategy (Strategy) The Stratcgy 
would maximize the efficient use of local brack ish water from the San Diego Formation (SDF ), a natural 
undergrou nd aquifer that lies deep below the centra l and south San Diego Bay area, Implementation of the 
Strategy through an integrated suite of water supply, treatment, and brine con veyance disposal would reduce 
depend ence on imported water, miti gate potential impacts of planned or emergency suppl y interrupti ons, and 
minim ize supply and environmenta l impacts to imported water sources from the Co lorado River and Bay-Delta. 

Sweetwater Authority is requesting $300 ,000 on behalf of the partners named above th rough the SDlRWMP for 
Phase 111 olthe USG S San Diego Formation Hydrogeology Study, a key elem ent of the Strategy. Rel iable 
assess ments currently estimate that the San Diego Formation holds upward of 1,000,000 acre- feet of water. 
Presently. the SDF produces about 4 million gallons per day (MGD) of desal inated brack ish water and 2 MGl) 
of potable well water within Sweetwater Authority's servic e area. The SDF is an exten sive local water resource 
that has the potenti al to significantly suppl ement water supplies and reduce dependence on imported water 
through its efficient deve lopment and usc. A carefu lly coo rdinated, high-quali ty scientific ana lysis of its 
potential is an import ant co mponen t of real izing larger, long-term water supply goa ls for the San Diego Region 
and Southern Cal i fornia. 

The SDIRWMP funding proposal contains a variety of exce llent projects that w ill optimi ze water suppl y 
re liability. protect and enhance water qual ity , provide stewa rdship of natural resources, and coo rdinate and 
integrate wa ter resource management in the San Diego Region. Thank you for your time and co nsidera tion of' 
this import ant fund ing request. 

Sincerely. 

~1~~::;:lJ~~~-
State Senator, 40th District 

cc: Dennis Bostad - General Manager , Sweetwater Authority 
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January 21, 2008 

Mr. Scott Couch 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Financial Assistance 
1001 I Street, 16th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects 

Dear Mr. Couch: 

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
 
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
 
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.
 

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project "Feasibility Study"
 
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
 
being the correct reference . Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
 
"feasibility study" is in error. Because ofthe submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
 
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.
 

Please be in touch if! may provide additional information.
 

Sincerely,
 
SV\'EETWATER AUTHORITY
 

Rick Alexander
 
Director ofEnvironm ental and Governmental Services
 

cc:	 Dennis Bostad - General Manager, Sweetwater Authority 
Jim Barrett - Director, City of San Diego Water Department 

A Puhlic Water Agency
 
Serving N ational City, Chula Vista and Surrounding A reas
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S TAT E PUB LIC WOR I, S Janu ary 22, 2008 

Mr. Scott Co uch 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Financial Assistance 
100 I ] Street, 16th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: SDlRWMP, South San Die go County Water Suppl y Strategy - SUPPORT 

Dear Mr. Couch: 

I am writing in support of funding for the South San Diego Co unty Water Supply Strategy , an integrated, 
comprehensive, and coord inated water resource mana gement approac h that is included as part o f the San Diego 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (SDIRWMP) submitta l. 

T he Otay Water District, City of San Diego, San Die go County Water Auth orit y, and Sweetwate r Autho rity are 
currentl y pursuin g developm ent of the South San Diego County Water Suppl y Strategy (St rategy). The Strategy 
would maximi ze the e ffic ient use of local bracki sh water from the San Diego Formation (SOF), a natural 
underground aquifer that lies deep below the central and south San Diego Bay area. Implementation o f the 
Strategy through an integrated suite of water supply, treatment, and brine conv eyan ce disp osal would red uce 
de pendence on imported water, mitigate potenti al impacts of planned or emergency supply interruptions. and 
min imize supply and environmenta l impacts to imported wat er source s from the Colorado River and Ray-Delta. 

Sweetwa ter Authori ty is requ esting $300,000 on behalf ofthe partners named above through the SD IRW MP for 
Phase III of the USGS San Diego Formation Hydrogeol ogy Study, a key elem ent of the Strategy. Relia ble 
assessments currently estima te that the San Diego Formation holds up ward of 1,000 ,000 acre-fee t of water. 
Presently. the SDF produces about 4 milli on gallons per day (MGD ) of desalinated brackish water and 2 MGD 
of potable well water withi n Sweetwater Authority 's service area. Th e SOF is an extensive local water resourc e 
that has the potent ial to significa ntly supplement water supplies and reduc e depend ence on imported water 
throu gh its efficient devel opment and use. A care fu lly coord inated, high-quality scientific ana lys is of its 
potential is an important comp onent of reali zing larger, long-term water supply goals for the Sa n Diego Region 
and Southern Ca lifornia. 

T he SOIRW MP fundin g proposal contains a variety of excellent projects that wi ll optimize wa ter supply 
reliab ility, protect and enhance water quality, prov ide stewardshi p of natural resourc es, and coo rd inate and 
integrate water resource management in the San Diego Region . Thank yo u for your time and consideration or 
th is important funding requ est. 

S ince re ly, 

fL~ ., fv1, 4~-21
 
DENISE MO RENO DUCHENY 
State Senator, 40th District 

cc : Denni s Bostad - Ge neral Ma nage r, Sweetwa ter Authority 
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Mr. Scott Couch
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16th Floow
Sacramento, CA 945814

Ms. Tracie Billington
Department of Water Resources
Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento CA, 94236-001

November 16th, 2007

Dear Mr. Couch and Ms. Billington:

I am writing to support San Diego Coastkeeper’s Watershed Monitoring Program and its
application for Prop 50 funding for the project: San Diego Regional Water Quality Assessment
and Outreach Project (#15).

This project will allow Coastkeeper to continue to develop useful water quality data for all eleven
watersheds in our region. The data that are generated through this project are all collected and
analyzed with an approved Quality Assurance Project Plan in place, and these data serve a variety
of purposes. At the community level, the data empowers people to understand local water quality
and how land use and non-point source pollution contribute to watershed degradation. At the
regulatory level, the data complement other data sets and allows for a greater understanding of
water quality trends, for the purpose of source water protection and TMDL development and
implementation.

The Golden State Flycasters have been involved with San Diego Coastkeeper in the monthly
monitoring of Escondido Creek since 2006. In addition to the water chemistry and bioassessment
work that we have done, we are also exploring ways to address several of the water quality
concerns in North County San Diego, by taking a tailored watershed-based approach. We have
identified opportunities for collaboration on invasive species removal projects and data analysis
to better understand spawning steelhead trout habitat in the context of creek and river restoration.
This project would help us continue to collaborate to bring about improved water quality for these
watersheds that are currently threatened yet harbor significant potential for population recovery.

This has been a productive partnership with San Diego Coastkeeper. We found the San Diego
IRWMP process to be open and transparent, and the method for prioritizing and selecting projects
well-documented. Moreover, the project engages its participants in activities that promote a
broader understanding of watershed dynamics. San Diego Coastkeeper is uniquely positioned to
mobilize a task force, train the participants to use water quality testing equipment in conformance



3830 Valley Centre Drive #705 PMB 721,  San Diego, California, 92130
www.goldenstateflycasters.org

with stringent quality assurance requirements, and then integrate this local data into an region-
wide data base that links multiple ecosystems.

I fully support San Diego Coastkeeper as a successful and proven leader in citizen-based water
quality monitoring programs. Our partnership has significantly strengthened Golden State
Flycasters' and the TU-San Diego chapter's conservation endeavors, and has in fact propelled our
group into additional productive partnerships with regional land and resource managers. Prop 50
funding of this important work by San Diego Coastkeeper is essential for their continued success.

If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me.

Sincerely,

Sandra Jacobson, Ph.D.
Conservation Coordinator and Former President (2006),
Golden State Flycasters, Trout Unlimited-San Diego Chapter 920
Phone: (858) 414-1518
email: sandij@goldenstateflycasters.org
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November 20, 2007 
 
 
 
Ms. Tracie Billington 
Department of Water Resources 
Division of Planning and Local Assistance 
P.O. Box 942836 
 
 
Dear Ms. Billington: 
 
SUBJECT: Prop 50 Integrated Regional Watershed Management Letter of Support on 
behalf of San Diego Coastkeeper 
 
Since 1999 the Clean Water Team has assisted San Diego Coast Keeper (SDCK) with 
its watershed monitoring activities. The Clean Water Team shares with SDCK the belief 
that water monitoring is one of the best ways for the public to engage in watershed 
stewardship.  SDCK offers opportunities that empower citizens and allows them engage 
in watershed stewardship. The Clean Water Team has seen SDCK create the means by 
which the public not only learns how to investigate issues of wetland habitats, water 
quality, pollution and environmental degradation but how to analyze and respond to the 
environmental data at hand. 
 
SDCK’s water monitoring activities meet scientific scrutiny and are comparable with 
other citizen monitoring efforts within the San Diego Region, including Riverside and 
Orange Counties. FoLAR’s water monitoring has also been conducted under approved 
Quality Assurance Project Plans and has followed procedures to be comparable with 
the State Water Resources Control Board’s Surface Water Ambient Monitoring 
Program.  These actions will allow their data to be used along with data from others, to 
address concerns and measure outcomes as outlined within the San Diego IRWMP.  
 
The San Diego IRWMP relies on transparency and has sought input from an array of 
water management stakeholders. Actions by the SDCK have long promoted this and the 
San Diego Region is benefited by their continued commitment to building a watershed-
wise community.  The Clean Water Team has seen this firsthand through our 
involvement with SDCK’s watershed monitoring capacity building programs. These 
programs have expanded the number of people and groups able to contribute 
watershed data and measure environmental outcomes (TMDLs, BMP effectiveness, 
post fire watershed changes…).  
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SDCK’s projects funded through this grant will greatly benefit the San Diego IRWMP 
and provide for wiser water usage, advancing water quality protection and improving 
water quality.  The Clean Water Team’s services (technical support, training…) will 
continue to be available to SDCK and assist any of their water monitoring effort’s funded 
through this Proposition 50 Integrated Regional Water Management Grant. These 
services are free and will complement the grant funded projects. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Erick Burres, Citizen Monitoring Coordinator 
Division of Water Quality,  
Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program 
Clean Water Team 





 



November 26, 2007 
 
Ms. Tracie Billington 
Department of Water Resources 
Division of Planning and Local Assistance 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001 
 
Dear Ms. Tracie Billington: 
 
Educational opportunities for the youth to learn about water and watershed conservation directly result in an 
environmentally aware generation that will conserve water and protect watershed habitats. The Zoological 
Society of San Diego’s Biofiltration Wetland Creation and Education Program will provide these important 
learning experiences to youth of all ages.  I will specifically benefit from this Program, as I am a 
Conservation Corps volunteer student at the San Diego Wild Animal Park. 
 
Conservation Corps is a high school volunteer program where members interpret conservation issues to 
guests at eight stations around the Wild Animal Park. Although the stations address guests of all ages, they 
are designed to attract kids with fun, hands-on activities, games, and rewards like trading cards and stamps. 
When the stations hook the kids, the parents almost always follow. In this manner, Conservation Corps 
begins the development of ecologically friendly habits in kids as well as informs adults, who are the 
environment's biggest benefactors of the now.  
 
The Conservation Corps’ Watershed Station has a hands-on watershed model for guests. Using soy sauce as 
automobile oil, Kool-Aid as pesticide, and hot cocoa powder as sedimentary run-off, guests place the 
pollutants and watch the rain from the spray bottle guide the brown mess into the plaster streams, and 
eventually into the plaster lake. It is not unusual to hear “ew!” from the kids or to see the appalled faces of 
the parents. Similarly, a game at the Watershed Station is played by arranging five bottles of different 
volumes of water with the labels including “Saltwater,” “Frozen Water,” “Water Underground,” “Polluted 
Surface Water,” and “Fresh Water.” The smallest bottle is the “Freshwater” bottle, which has only a drop of 
water inside; in shock, the kids often shout, "But this bottle's empty!" When the public can see the issue 
alongside the lesson, the importance for conservation becomes real and, with this new motivation, the 
solutions become tangible. 
 
People will only protect what they love, only love what they know, and only know what they learn; the 
foundation of conservation lies within education. Conservation Corps runs two Saturdays per month, six 
months per year; consequently, the program only reaches a small sample of the Wild Animal Park's nearly 
two million guests per year. However, with the addition of the Biofiltration Wetland Creation and Education 
Program, we would be able to reach a much larger audience and it would be an effective step towards 
improving the quality and quantity of fresh water, as well as better the state of watersheds everywhere.  
 
Your support of the Biofiltration Wetland Creation and Education Program at the San Diego Zoo's Wild 
Animal Park would be a significant advancement towards raising the awareness of water issues to the almost 
two million visitors of the Park per year. Thank you for your consideration of this very important project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Natalie Lowell 
Conservation Corps Student Volunteer 
15500 San Pasqual Valley Road 
Escondido, California 92027-7017 
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Nmember 14. 2007 

Mr. Scott Couch 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Financial Assistance 
1001 I Street 16th Floor 
Sacramento. CA 945814 

Ms. Tracie Billington 
Department of Water Resources 
Division of Planning and Local Assistance 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento CA 94236-001 

Re: Grant Application for San Dieguito Watershed Council Staffing 

Dear Mr. Couch and Ms. Billington. 

I am the founding chair of the San Dieguito Watershed Council. Also. I have been on the 
Board of Directors ol'the San Dieguito River Valley Consenancy for all but one of the 
past ten years and Board president for two years. 

The San Dieguito Watershed Management Plan is a wonderful document. l"m glad to 
have participated in its creation. Unfortunately it will. like many plans. sit on the shelf 
unless some organization drives its implementation. I \olunteered to be the Chair of the 
Council to assist the Conservancy in implementing the Plan. 

The Council has been in existence nearly a year no\\. We arc encouraged by the fact that 
the County of San Diego and all of the cities that hme jurisdiction in the watershed are 
participating. In addition. several other stakeholders - basicall~ e\ery organization and 
individual that signiticantly participated in the development of the Plan - hme named 
representatives to participate in the Council. That's the good news: we're up and running 
with committed people and organizations. 

The Council receives no tinancial support from its members. hmvever. Just as important 
it has no dedicated staff yet except what the Consenancy has chosen to donate to help 
the Council get started. This donation is temporary. as the Consenancy has limited 
resources and many demands. 

Council members are coming together to \oluntarily work toward implementing doable 
near-term elements of the Plan. Much can be done this way. ijwe have some staff to 
provide leadership. start things and keep them moving. 



The "if we have staff" is yery important. I can remember my early days on the 
Conservancy Board when we had only paI1 time clerical staff to keep track of the dues 
and the membership. Then we took considerable risk and hired an executive director. 
From that point fon\ard, the Consenancy has mo\ed from being a cipher to being a 
leader among all the land consenation organizations in the county. This wouldn't hayc 
happened had not we had staff to prO\ide day-to-day leadership and implement things 
between the mectings of the yolunteer board. Volunteers with full time commitments 
elsewhere can't do it. 

So it will be with the \Vatershed Plan unless the Council has paid staff to help implement 
Council initiatives. The SWRCB channeled the money to LIS to create the Plan. We look 
t'(H"\vard to the SWRCB directing money to us mO\e us into significant implementation. 
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