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LETTERS OF SUPPORT

Letters of support for the San Diego Integrated Regional Water Management Step 2
Implementation Grant Proposal and the projects included in this proposal are attached.

LETTERS OF OPPOSITION

No letters of opposition have been received.
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January 21, 2008

Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Billington and Mr. Couch:

I am writing on behalf of the San Diego Conservation Action Committee (CAC), which
was established in 2002 to promote water conservation in our region. The CAC has more
than 25 active members representing a broad range of stakeholders in the San Diego
region, including water providers, landscape contractors, developers and farmers. The
committee’s goals are to obtain support for ideas in water conservation and promote
public awareness through communication.

At its December 2007 meeting, the CAC voted to endorse the conservation projects in the
San Diego Region’s step two application for Integrated Regional Water Management
(IRWM) Plan grant funding under Proposition 50, Chapter 8. These projects are: the
Integrated Landscape and Agricultural Efficiency Program (San Diego County Water
Authority); Irrigation Hardware Giveaway and Dry Weather Runoff Reduction
Demonstration (City of San Diego); and Over-Irrigation /Bacteria Reduction (City of
Encinitas). As they will improve the efficient use of water in both urban and agricultural
settings in the San Diego region, these projects will help to achieve the CAC’s goals as
stated above. Such efforts, always important in our semi-arid climate, are particularly
significant as we enter a time of uncertain water supplies.

The CAC also endorsed the San Diego Region’s 2007 IRWM Plan, which is an excellent
first step in IRWM planning and implementation within the San Diego Region. Integrated
regional water management planning represents an audacious vision for water planning
that recognizes the inherent connection between water supplies, water quality and natural
resources and builds on it to make the most efficient use of our precious water resources.
We appreciate that IRWM involves both governmental and non-governmental
stakeholders, and that consensus-building and stakeholder support are key elements in
successful IRWM actions.



IRWMP letter
Page 2 of 2

The CAC hopes that the San Diego Region’s application for Proposition 50 IRWM

funding is successful. Please contact me if I can provide any more information on behalf
of the CAC.

Sincerely,

%ﬂf %%

Nora Jaeschke
Chair
San Diego Conservation Action Committee
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MIRACOSTA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
One Barnard Drive, Oceanside, CA 92056
(760) 757-2121 o Fax (760) 795-6609 * www.miracosta.edu

January 17, 2008

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836 .

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: Letter of Support for the Over-Irrigation Grant
Dear Ms. Billington:

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this very exciting water conservation effort to
protect and improve water quality by reducing irrigation runoff into the San Elijo Lagoon. |
understand this project also has the added benefit of conserving water by improving irrigation
efficiency, thereby reducing the demand on imported water and increasing the supply for other
uses.

We understand by participating in this Over-Irrigation Grant their will be incentives provided by
the County Water Authority such as a complimentary Water Audit to diagnose where the areas of
over-irrigation are occurring. Plus, we will retrofit our existing irrigation system with Weather
Based Controllers provided by the Water Authority. By participating in this pilot project we expect
to reduce our water usage which conversely saves money on a monthly basis.

San Diego County is a mediterranean environment that imports the majority of its water from the
Colorado River and the Northern California. We should all do our part to conserve this precious
resource and not waste it.

We understand the State of California has been working toward an Integrated Regional Approach
to Water Supply, Conservation and Water Quality. This approach seems comprehensive and
integrates water on all levels. We understand the process has been open and public and
received years of input. We are pleased to be a participant in this Over-Irrigation Project.

Sincerely, W

Sally Foster, Provost San Elijo Campus
MiraCostaCollege

3333 Manchester Ave.

Cardiff, CA 92007

OcEeansSIDE CaMPUS San EvLjo Camrus CoMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER
One Barnard Drive, Oceanside, CA 92056 3333 Manchester Ave., Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA 92007 1831 Mission Ave., Oceanside, CA 92054
(760) 757-2121  Fax (760) 795-6609 (760) 944-4449 o Fax (760) 634-7875 (760) 795-8710 * Fax (760) 795-8730






MEMBER AGENCIES

Carlsbad
Municipat Water District

City of Del Mar

City of Escondido
City of National City
City of Oceanside
City of Poway

City of San Diego

Fallbrock
Public Utility District

Helix Water District

Olivenhain
Municipal Water District

Otay Water District

Padre Dam
Municipal Water District

Comp Pendleton
Marine Corps Base

Rainbow
Municipal Water District

Ramona
Municipal Water District

Rincon del Diablo
Municipol Water District

San Dieguito Water District
Santa Fe lvigation Dislrict
South Bay lrigation District
Vallecitos Water District

Valley Center
Municipal Water District

Vista Irrigation District
Yuima

Municipal Water District

OTHER
REPRESENTATIVE

County of San Diego

San Diego County Water Authority

4677 Overland Avenue ® San Diego, California 92123-1233
(858) 522-6600 FAX (858) 522-6568 www.sdcwa.org

November 15, 2007

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

RE: El Monte Valley Groundwater Recharge and River Restoration Project
Dear Ms. Billington:

I am writing on behalf of the San Diego County Water Authority in support of the Santee Water
Reclamation Facility Expansion. The Water Authority, the San Diego region’s public water
wholesaler, works through its 24 member agencies to provide a safe, reliable water supply to
three million people. One of our member agencies, the Padre Dam Municipal Water District, has
applied to the Department of Water Resources for Proposition 50 grant funding for the Santee
Water Reclamation project.

The expansion of the Santee Reclamation project offers multiple benefits in the areas of water
supply and environmental restoration. It will be the source of recharge water for the El Monte
Groundwater Basin. This highly treated recycled water from the expansion of Padre Dam’s water
reclamation plant will be recharged into a nearby groundwater basin. It will subsequently be
withdrawn, by the Helix Water District providing a new, renewable water supply of up to 5,000
acre-feet per year for the region.

In conjunction, a habitat restoration project will be developed along an approximately two-mile
stretch of the San Diego River. The water level of the groundwater basin will be raised to support
the restored habitat. This project also will contribute significantly to the creation of a river resto-
ration project along the San Diego River and meet objectives of habitat creation, water quality,
education, and recreation.

We are hopeful that the Department of Water Resources will see the value of this project and will
support the Santee Water Reclamation Facility Expansion Project. We look forward to seeing
such a worthwhile endeavor take shape along the San Diego River in Lakeside.

Sincerely,

Maureen A. Stapleton
General Manager

c: Doug Wilson
General Manager, Padre Dam Municipal Water District
9300 Fanita Parkway
Santee, CA 92071

A public agency providing a safe and reliable water supply to the San Diego region
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VISTA
IRRIGATION
DISTRICT

1391 Engineer Street * Vista, California 92081 -8836
Phone (760) 597-3100 * Fax: ( 760) 598-8757
November 15, 2007

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Divislon of Financial Assistance

1001 | Strest, 16" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.0O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

RE: Expansion of the Santee Water Reclamation Facility

To Whom it May Concern.

VISTA IRRIGATION DIST.

goo2

Board of Directors
Howard S. Williams, Fresent
Paul L. V. Campo

Paul €. Dorey

Jo MacKenzie

Robert R. Mendez

Adminjstrative Staft
John A. Amodsc
Genaral Manager and Chief Enginser

Roy A. Coox
Asgistan| Ganeral Marager/ Treasure:

Lisz R. Soto
Board Secraisry

Elaine L. Cran
Beneral Counse!

| am writing on behalf of the Vista Irrigation District. My agency has been a distributor of
Recycled Water since 1990 and we are in full support of the Santee Water Reclamation Facility

Expansion.

California's history revolves around the history of its water production and scarce water
rasources. Outstanding planning and engineering of our forefathers have made it possible for
this state to fiourish. Now, the forecasted effects of long-term climate change on San Diego
County’s primary water sources provide a dlear imperative to San Diego County water agencies

to increase our use of recycled water. The Santee Water Reclamation Facility Expansion will

expand Padre Dam'’s Padre Dam’s tertiary level, 2 MGD water recycling facility to 4 MGD in 2010,

and to 10 MGD, advanced treatment level, in 2012.

Alone, this project will reduce San Diego County demand for imported water from the Delta and
the Colorado River by 10 MGD. Or it will provide water for Helix Water District's Ei Monte Valley
Groundwater Recharge and River Restoration Project, alsa submitted for Prop 50 funding, to

produce 5,000 acre feet per year of new, drought-proof, potable water.

We hope the Department of Water Resources sees the permanent value of this project to San
Diego County, as a new water supply that is badly needed, as an coffset to San Diego's demand

for State water, and as a model for simitar projects here and throughout California.

Very truly yours,

John A. Amodeo
General Manager and Chief Engineer
Vista irrigation District

A public agency serving the city of Vista and portwns of San Alambi,.Esc&zdido,' Oceanside and San Diego County
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January 22, 2008

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
10061 I Street, 16™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Couch:
Subject: Letter of Support for City of San Diego IRWMP projects

I am pleased to provide a letter of support for the City of San Diego’s (City) Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan project proposals; Parklands Recycled Water Retrofit and Distribution
System as well as the North City Recycled Water Distribution System Expansion Phase II. Both
projects will bring recycled water to parklands and open space managed by the Park and
Recreation Department for the benefit of our residents and visitors.

San Diego's Park and Recreation Department is responsible for overseeing 36,300 acres of
developed and undeveloped open space, 337 parks including Balboa Park, Mission Trails
Regional Park, and Mission Bay Park; 25 miles of shoreline from Sunset Cliffs to La Jolla; 13
pools that are open year-round; 3 public golf complexes and 51 recreation centers. Our
employees and volunteers take great pride to enrich the lives of others through quality parks and
programs, designed and developed so that people of all ages, abilities and income levels have the
chance to participate in excellent recreational opportunities.

We are also committed to preserving our natural resources which is in keeping with the vision of
the San Diego County’s Integrated Regional Water Management Plan. Recycled water already
serves a number of our open space areas and parklands as well as the world renowned Torrey
Pines Golf Course, a municipal course.

Working with the City’s Water Department we identified at least five parks and four open space
projects that would benefit from the Parkland Retrofit & Distribution System project. By
extending the recycled water distribution system to these properties and retrofitting the irrigation
systems to accept recycled water we will save approximately 200 acre feet a year of potable
water per year.

Office of Park and Recreation Director
Business Operations/Administration
202 C Strset, MS 37C ® San Diego, CA 92101
Tel (§19) 236-6643 Fox (619) 525-8220



Page 2
Mr, Scott Couch
January 22, 2008

Recycled water that will be conveyed through the North City Recycled Water Distribution
System pipeline will ultimately reach parkland, landscaped medians and open space in the North
coastal region of the City that were constructed with recycled water irrigation systems in
anticipation of future delivery. The expansion of the recycled water system to this area will save
an additional 1.8 million gallons a day of our region’s drinking water supply.

San Diego County’s lack of rainfall and adequate groundwater basins require the region to
import 85% of its water supplies from Northern California and the Colorado River. Itisof

utmost importance that recycled water projects are funded as they support the region’s efforts to
develop a local water resource.

Please feel free to contact me at (619) 236-6643 if you desire any additional information.

Sincerely,

2

Stacey LoMedico
Park and Recreation Department Director

CB/jn



be:  Jennifer Casamassima, Recycled Water Program Manager, MS 906






San Diego County Chapter

P.O.Box 1511
. Solana Beach, California 92075
Surfrider ‘
Foundation. Phone (858) 792-9940 Fax (858) 755-5627

San Diego Chapter

January 22, 2008

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
PO Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: Support of San Diego IRWMP Project

Dear Ms. Tracie Billington:

On behalf of the San Diego County Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation, please accept this letter
of support for the three San Diego projects proposed for Proposition 50 funding. As an
organizational member of the Bay Council (which also includes San Diego Coastkeeper, Sierra
Club — San Diego County Chapter, San Diego Audubon Society, and Environmental Heaith
Coalition) Surfrider has participated in the San Diego region IRWMP process and believe it to be
an effective mechanism for facilitating stakeholder participation in development and execution of
appropriate projects of regional significance. While occasionally cumbersome due to
bureaucratic processes and breadth of scope, the IRWMP meetings nonetheless provide a
transparent and well documented method for prioritizing and selecting projects.

Like you, we are well aware of significant statewide desires for round two Prop 50 funding.
Nonetheless, we believe the following to be of particular regional importance, and therefore
worthy of funding.

1. City of San Diego Indirect Potable Reuse (IPR) Reservoir Augmentation
Demonstration Project

This project is of particular importance to Surfrider, as we have been involved with the IPR issue
for over a decade, and it directly affects multiple areas within our Mission Statement. The
implementation of IPR through reservoir augmentation will enable the region to maximize water
reuse, thereby minimizing the negative environmental effects of our current water supply
importation paradigm. In addition, every drop of treated sewage effluent that is beneficially
reused results in an equivalent reduction in flows to the Point Loma Wastewater Treatment
Facility (and ultimately the Pacific Ocean). Because the best science available supports IPR as a
safe and environmentally friendly water supply option, as opposed to much more energy
intensive options that result marine life impacts such as desalination, it should be given special
attention during this funding phase. This specific request will help facilitate the eventual larger

The Surfrider Foundation is a non-profit grassroots organization dedicated to the protection and preservation of our world's
oceans, waves and beaches for all people through Conservation, Activism, Research and Education. F ounded in 1984 by a
handful of visionary surfers, the Surfrider Foundation now maintains over 52,000 members and 60 chapters across the United
States and Puerto Rico, with international affiliates in Australia, Europe, Japan and Brazil. For an overview of the San Diego
Chapter’s current programs and events, log on to our website at www. surfridersd.org or send email to info@surfridersd.org.




project being considered by the San Diego City Council with broad environmental, business, and
community support.

2. North City Recycled Water Distribution System Expansion Phase 11 ($1,525,000)

While we generally believe the expansion of “purple pipe” water recycling programs will not result
in the same scale of benefits to be achieved with IPR, we are informed that the there remains a
core customer distribution opportunity within the North City portion of San Diego. As part of the
City’s comprehensive Water Reuse Study, this project was identified as a complement to the IPR
. project also being pursued, and it thusly received unanimous support from the IPR supporters.
As such, we urge you to consider the North City project worthy of additional funding.

3. Parklands Recycled Water Retrofit Program & Distribution System ($830,000)

Potable water used for irrigation of publicly owned parklands simply does not make sense. This
project will allow the City of San Diego to take advantage of its own needs, as opposed to having
to find customers willing to pay for recycled water. By relieving pressures on potable water, the
City will reduce its overall importation needs, while at the same time reducing discharges to the
Pacific Ocean. Further, to the extent the City can expand water recycling on its own lands, it
provides critical leadership. Hence, the City's Parklands Recycled Water project deserves
funding at this time.

Thank you for considering Surfrider's perspective on these important projects. Please do not
hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns regarding these issues.

Policy Coordinator
San Diego Chapter, Surfrider Foundation




San Diego County Chapter

P.O.Box 1511
: . Solana Beach, California 92075
Surfrider 4

Foundation, Phone (858) 792-9940 Fax (858) 755-5627

San Diego Chapter

January 22, 2008

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance

1001 | Street, 16th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support of San Diego IRWMP Project

Dear Mr. Scott Couch:

On behalf of the San Diego County Chapter of the Surfrider Foundation, please accept this letter
of support for the three San Diego projects proposed for Proposition 50 funding. As an
organizational member of the Bay Council (which also includes San Diego Coastkeeper, Sierra
Club — San Diego County Chapter, San Diego Audubon Society, and Environmental Health
Coalition) Surfrider has participated in the San Diego region IRWMP process and believe it to be
an effective mechanism for facilitating stakeholder participation in development and execution of
appropriate projects of regional significance. While occasionally cumbersome due to
bureaucratic processes and breadth of scope, the IRWMP meetings nonetheless provide a
transparent and well documented method for prioritizing and selecting projects.

Like you, we are well aware of significant statewide desires for round two Prop 50 funding.
Nonetheless, we believe the following to be of particular regional importance, and therefore
worthy of funding.

1. City of San Diego Indirect Potable Reuse (IPR) Reservoir Augmentation
Demonstration Project

This project is of particular importance to Surfrider, as we have been involved with the IPR issue
for over a decade, and it directly affects multiple areas within our Mission Statement. The
implementation of IPR through reservoir augmentation will enable the region to maximize water
reuse, thereby minimizing the negative environmental effects of our current water supply
importation paradigm. In addition, every drop of treated sewage effluent that is beneficially
reused results in an equivalent reduction in flows to the Point Loma Wastewater Treatment
Facility (and ultimately the Pacific Ocean). Because the best science available supports IPR as a
safe and environmentally friendly water supply option, as opposed to much more energy
intensive options that result marine life impacts such as desalination, it should be given special
attention during this funding phase. This specific request will help facilitate the eventual larger

The Surfrider Foundation is a non-profit grassroots organization dedicated to the protection and preservation of our world's
oceans, waves and beaches for all people through Conservation, Activism, Research and Education. Founded in 1984 by a
handful of visionary surfers, the Surfrider Foundation now maintains over 52,000 members and 60 chapters across the United
States and Puerto Rico, with international affiliates in Australia, Europe, Japan and Brazil. For an overview of the San Diego
Chapter’s current programs and events, log on to our website at www.surfridersd.org or send email to info@surfridersd.org.




project being considered by the San Diego City Council with broad environmental, business, and
community support.

2. North City Recycled Water Distribution System Expansion Phase Il ($1,525,000)

While we generally believe the expansion of “purple pipe” water recycling programs will not result
in the same scale of benefits to be achieved with IPR, we are informed that the there remains a
core customer distribution opportunity within the North City portion of San Diego. As part of the
City's comprehensive Water Reuse Study, this project was identified as a complement to the IPR
project also being pursued, and it thusly received unanimous support from the IPR supporters.
As such, we urge you to consider the North City project worthy of additional funding.

3. Parklands Recycled Water Retrofit Program & Distribution System ($830,000)

Potable water used for irrigation of publicly owned parklands simply does not make sense. This
project will allow the City of San Diego to take advantage of its own needs, as opposed to having
to find customers willing to pay for recycled water. By relieving pressures on potable water, the
City will reduce its overall importation needs, while at the same time reducing discharges to the
Pacific Ocean. Further, to the extent the City can expand water recycling on its own lands, it
provides critical leadership. Hence, the City’s Parklands Recycled Water project deserves
funding at this time.

Thank you for considering Surfrider's perspective on these important projects. Please do not
hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns regarding these issues.

Sim/;y'g_Q/é

Ju‘lria Chunn
olicy Coordinator
San Diego Chapter, Surfrider Foundation
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Fallbrook Public

Ultility District

990 East Mission Road
P. O. Box 2290
Fallbrook, California
92088-2290

(760) 728-1125

Fax (760) 728-6029

Board of Directors:
Milt Davies

Keith Battle

Don McDougal

Al Gebhart

Bert Hayden

Staff:
Keith Lewinger
General Manager

Marcie Eilers
Admin Services Manager

Jos. F. Jackson
Chief Engineer

Robert H. James
Legal Counsel

Ruth Allen
Board Secretary

December 11, 2007

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance

1001 | Street, 16" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Re: Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project
San Diego Interim Regional Water Management Plan

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Fallbrook Public Utility District, | am writing to express our
organization’s support for the San Diego Interim Regional Water Management
Plan (IRWMP) in general and the Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project in
general.

The Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project will provide 6500 acre feet per
year of dependable local water to an area where agriculture, as a major
industry in San Diego County, is threatened. Water deliveries to the $1.5 billion
farm industry are set to be cut by a minimum of 30% beginning January 1,
2008. The potential loss to the Fallbrook area is as much as $67 million per
year at this level of reduction.

Additionally, | would like to comment on the openness of the process through
which the San Diego Interim Regional Water Management Plan was
developed. We found the San Diego IRWMP process to be open and
transparent, and the method of prioritizing and selecting projects well
documented. Ample opportunity was afforded proponents for Round 2
consideration in the application process. The proposal contains a good mix of
different project types and will provide benefits to all aspects of water resources
management in our drought-plagued region.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
@/ Q‘Kv ’Szi'\"\
ert Hayden 5

President

Isjs



RESOLUTION NO. 4598

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE SANTA MARGARITA CONJUNCTIVE
USE PROJECT PROPOSITION 50, ROUND 2 FUNDING APPLICATION

¥k F ¥

WHEREAS, the United States Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton and the
Fallbrook Public Utility District have proposed the Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use
Project, and,

WHEREAS, pre-feasibility studies are complete, and,

WHEREAS, a joint Environmental Impact Review/Environmental Impact
Report contract has been awarded to the Environmental company TEC, and,

WHEREAS, the United States Bureau of Reclamation has undertaken feasibility
level engineering studies, and,

WHEREAS, the Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project will generate 6,500 acre
feet per year of new water in north San Diego County and has the potential to generate
8,500 acre feet per year, in drought-prone Southern California, and,

WHEREAS, the Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project will conserve up to
1,380 acres of native habitat including 253 riparian acres along the last free-flowing river
in Southern California in perpetuity;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Directors of the
Fallbrook Public Utility District ENDORSES THIS PROJECT BY WAY OF THIS
RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT THE California Department of Water Resources
and the State Water Resources Control Board fully fund the San Diego Integrated
Regional Water Management Plan fully, including construction grant funding for the
Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project.



PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of

the Fallbrook Public Utility District at a regular meeting

of the Board held on the 10th day of December, 2007, by the
following vote:

AYES: Battle, Davies, Gebhart, Hayden, McDougal

NOES: None

ABSENT: None
President, Boarg of Directors

ATTEST:

/‘/‘ ’
;3< e A

7 .
Sectetary, Board of Directors




I, RUTH ALLEN, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the FALLBROOK
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT, do hereby certify that the attached and foregoing is
a full, true, and correct copy of Resolution No. 4598 of said Board adopted at a
regular meeting of the Board of Directors on December 10, 2007.

Date: 12/12/07 @Tw &94(/&

Secretary, Board of Directors -
FALLBROOK PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT




FARM BUREAU san bieco County

1670 East Valley Parkway, Escondido CA 92027-2409
Phone: (760) 745-3023 « Fax: (760) 489-6348
E— E-mail: sdcfb@sdfarmbureau.org « Website: www.sdfarmbureau.org
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Mr. Scott Couch November 28, 2007
State Water Resources Control Board

Division of Financial Assistance

1001 I Street, 16" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P O Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Re:  Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project
San Diego Interim Regional Water Management Plan

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the San Diego County Farm Bureau and I am writing to express our
organization’s support for the San Diego Interim Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP) in
general and the Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project in particular.

The Santa Margarita Conjunctive Use Project will provide 6500 acre feet per year (AF/yr) of
dependable local water to an area where agriculture, as a major industry in San Diego County, is

- threatened. Water deliveries to the $1.5 billion farm industry are set to be cut by a minimum of
30% beginning January 1, 2008. The potential loss to the Fallbrook area is as much as $67 million
per year at this level of reduction.

Additionally, I would like to comment on the openness of the process through which the San
Diego Interim Regional Water Management Plan was developed. We found the San Diego IRWMP
process to be open and transparent, and the method for prioritizing and selecting projects well
documented. Ample opportunity was afforded proponents for Round 2 consideration in the
application process. The proposal contains a good mix of different project types and will provide
benefits to all aspects of water resources management in our drought-plagued region.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

%

Eric Larson
Executive Director

Serving San Diego County Agriculture Since 1913






James B. Wright
1344 Corvidae Street
Carlsbad, CA 92011-4851

September 13, 2007

California Coastal Commission
Attention: Chairman Pat Kruer
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000
San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Commissioners:

As a retired engineer with significant experience in water desalination and a Carlsbad resident,
I"m writing you regarding the proposed Carlsbad desalination project. I understand that tl}6
Commission will be evaluating this project in November and voting on whether or not to 1ssue a
- coastal development permit. Iam a strong supporter of the desalination plant and I urge you to

vote in favor of granting the permit.

My home is located in the Aviara neighborhood of Carlsbad, near the Four Seasons Hotel and
immediately south of the Agua Hedionda Lagoon. I truly appreciate living in such a beautiful
city and frequently enjoy trips to the nearby beach and lagoon recreation areas. I understand that
the Carlsbad Desalination Project will become the main caretaker for the lagoon in the event of
the power plant’s decommissioning and I am relieved that this regional jewel will not be

abandoned or mismanaged.

I also am proud that our city has taken such a proactive stance in securing water for its residents.
With an unlimited supply of ocean water, the Carlsbad desalination project will provide one of
the few reliable, drought-proof supplies of drinking water for the county. The partnership
between Poseidon Resources and Carlsbad means that our needs will be met at no additional
costs or risks to us, the taxpayers. With the looming imported water supply cutbacks abqut to hit
our region, the timing for this project couldn’t be better. This is government planning at its

finest.

I have spoken with many of my neighbors and we are all in agreement. The Carlsbad B
Desalination Project is good for Carlsbad and good for our entire region. Please approve this
project. ' ' -

Sincerely,







| Sea Cliff Homeowners Association

¢/0 JAMES LANG, HOA President
7409 Linden Terrace
Carlsbad, CA 92011

(760) 438-6680

June 18, 2007 y

California Coastal Commission
45 Fremont Street, Suite 2000
San Francisco, Ca 94105

Subject: Carisbad Desalination Project

Dear Members of the Commission:

| represent the residents of 300 homes which comprise the Sea Cliff community in Carisbad, CA.
Many of us have studied the plan for the Carisbad Desalination Plant and are impressed with the
potential value it will bring to Carlsbad and surrounding communities. _

We strongly support the project.

Sea Cliff is a great place to live, in part, due to.our close proximity to the coast in Carisbad and also
_ because of our common green area, with unique and beautiful landscaping and lakes. We deeply
) appreciate the importance of water for residential and irrigation purposes. We also commend the fore-
" sight of Carisbad leaders to ensure our water supply, and offer such benefits to our neighbors, by
constructing the Carisbad Desalinization Plant.

We also feel that the Desalination Plant will offer cost savings and be environmentally friendly.
Energy savings are part of the picture since pumping and transportation of water from the Colorado
River or Northem California will be reduced or eliminated. Such savings are expected to offset the
energy requirements of the desalinization process. The “so called” salinity impact on the nearby
ocean waters is no different than the impact as water evaporates from the ocean to enter the fresh

water supply cycle.

It is extremely comforting that the City of Carlsbad is being proactive in addressing these issues in a
thoughtful and farsighted way instead of waiting until the declining water supply or energy problems
grow to crisis proportions. We believe the desalination plant is necessary to secure a future water

“supply for Carisbad residents, such as ourselves. We are grateful that the City of Carlsbad and
Poseidon Resources are working together to make this happen.

We strongly encourage you and your fellow Commissioners to approve this project as soon as
possible.

Sincerely,
/
N LA /
—James D. Lang
President, Sea Cliff Homeown®rs Association

cc. Coastal Commission staff






SWEETWATER AUTHORITY GOVERNING BOARD
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Ianuary 217 2008 OPERATIONS MANAGER

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects
Dear Ms. Billington:

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project “Feasibility Study”
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
being the correct reference. Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
“feasibility study” is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.

Sincerely,
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY

FEIC——,

Rick Alexander
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services

cc: Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

A Public Water Agency
Serving National City, Chula Vista and Surrounding Areas






STATE CAPITOL COMMITTEES

PO. BOX 942849 (Aﬁ ZEM [I [ g CHAIR

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0079
(916) 319-2079 VETERANS AFFAIRS
FAX (916) 319-2179 MEMBER
HEALTH
JOBS, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND
THE ECONOMY
WATER, PARKS AND WILDLIFE

SELECT COMMITTEE ON BIOTECHNOLOGY

DISTRICT OFFICE
678 THIRD AVENUE, SUITE 105
CHULA VISTA, CA 91910
(619) 409-7979
FAX (619) 409-9270

MARY SALAS

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, SEVENTY-NINTH DISTRICT

January 8, 2007

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Dear Ms. Billington:

I am writing in support of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Feasibility Study. A
funding application for this important study is included as part of the San Diego Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan (SDIRWMP) submittal. The San Diego County Water Authority, City of San Diego,

and County of San Diego have managed the development of the SDIRWMP to coordinate water resource
management efforts in the San Diego Region.

Sweetwater Authority and the City of San Diego are requesting $750,000 in funding through the
SDIRWMP to advance a study of the Four Reservoir Intertie System. Connecting the San Vicente, El
Capitan, Loveland, and Murray Reservoirs would allow for an efficient use of the reservoirs, increase the
region’s water supply reliability, increase water storage capability by approximatety 100,000 acre-feet,
increase the ability to efficiently supply water at the lowest possible cost, and take advantage of energy
management opportunities. Implementation of this project has the potential of benefiting approximately
1.5 million San Diego County residents by increasing the capability to store and manage imported water
in four existing San Diego County reservoirs, making the region more resistant to drought and water
delivery service interruptions. Water agencies, including the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California (MWD), have long recognized that there is a limited and increasingly seasonal supply of water
for a growing Southern California population, and they have encouraged water agencies to develop
increased storage capacity to take advantage of cyclical water availability and ease dry season impacts
on the San Francisco Bay-Delta and the Colorado River. Increased water storage capacity is a key goal
of both the 2005 California Water Plan Update and the Cal-Fed Plan for managing Bay-Delta water
resources.

The SDIRWMP is a proposal that contains a variety of excellent projects that will optimize water supply
reliability, protect and enhance water quality, provide stewardship of natural resources, and coordinate
and integrate water resource management in the San Diego Region. | encourage you to include funding
for the Four Reservoir Intertie feasibility study in the SDIRWMP.

Sincerely,

Mary Sala

Assemblymember — 79th District

cc: Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

Printed on Recycled Paper






SWEETWATER AUTHORITY
505 GARRETT AVENUE
POST OFFICE BOX 2328
CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA 91912-2328
(619) 420-1413
FAX (619) 425-7469
http://www.sweetwater.org

January 21, 2008

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16™ Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects

Dear Mr. Couch:

GOVERNING BOARD

R. MITCHEL BEAUCHAMP, CHAIR
JAMES C. ALKIRE, VICE CHAIR
JAMES "JIM" DOUD

RON MORRISON

W.D. "BUD" POCKLINGTON
TERRY THOMAS

MARGARET COOK WELSH

DENNIS A. BOSTAD
GENERAL MANAGER

MARK N. ROGERS
OPERATIONS MANAGER

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project “Feasibility Study”
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
being the correct reference. Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
“feasibility study” is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.

Sincerely,
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY

Rxck Alexander
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services

o Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

A Public Water A gency
Serving National City, Chula Vista and Surrounding Areas
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(619) 409-7979
FAX (619) 409-9270

MARY SALAS

ASSEMBLYMEMBER, SEVENTY-NINTH DISTRICT

January 8, 2007

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance

1001 | Street, 16" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Couch:

| am writing in support of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Feasibility Study. A
funding application for this important study is included as part of the San Diego Integrated Regional Water
Management Plan (SDIRWMP) submittal. The San Diego County Water Authority, City of San Diego,
and County of San Diego have managed the development of the SDIRWMP to coordinate water resource
management efforts in the San Diego Region.

Sweetwater Authority and the City of San Diego are requesting $750,000 in funding through the
SDIRWMP to advance a study of the Four Reservoir Intertie System. Connecting the San Vicente, El
Capitan, Loveland, and Murray Reservoirs would allow for an efficient use of the reservoirs, increase the
region’s water supply reliability, increase water storage capability by approximately 100,000 acre-feet,
increase the ability to efficiently supply water at the lowest possible cost, and take advantage of energy
management opportunities. Implementation of this project has the potential of benefiting approximately
1.5 million San Diego County residents by increasing the capability to store and manage imported water
in four existing San Diego County reservoirs, making the region more resistant to drought and water
delivery service interruptions. Water agencies, including the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California (MWD), have long recognized that there is a limited and increasingly seasonal supply of water
for a growing Southern California population, and they have encouraged water agencies to develop
increased storage capacity to take advantage of cyclical water availability and ease dry season impacts
on the San Francisco Bay-Delta and the Colorado River. Increased water storage capacity is a key goal
of both the 2005 California Water Plan Update and the Cal-Fed Plan for managing Bay-Delta water
resources.

The SDIRWMP is a proposal that contains a variety of excellent projects that will optimize water supply
reliability, protect and enhance water quality, provide stewardship of natural resources, and coordinate
and integrate water resource management in the San Diego Region. | encourage you to include funding
for the Four Reservoir Intertie feasibility study in the SDIRWMP.

Sincerely,
Mary Salasz
Assemblymember — 79th District

cc: Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

Printed on Recycled Paper
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Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects
Dear Ms. Billington:

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project “Feasibility Study”
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
being the correct reference. Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
“feasibility study” is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.

Sincerely,
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY

FEIC——,

Rick Alexander
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services

cc: Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

A Public Water Agency
Serving National City, Chula Vista and Surrounding Areas
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January 22,2008

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Dear Ms. Billington:

[ am writing in support of the Sweetwater Authority and City of San Diego’s request for $750,000 in
funding through the San Diego Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (SDIRWMP) submittal, to
advancc the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Feasibility Study.

The San Diego County Water Authority, City of San Diego, and County of San Diego have managed the
development of the SDIRWMP (o coordinate water resource management throughout the San Diego
Region. Funding for the SDIRWMP will advance a study of the IFour Reservoir Intertie System (FRIS).
The I'RIS would connect the San Vicente, El Capitan. l.oveland, and Murray Reservoirs to allow for an
efficient use of the reservoirs, increase the region’s water supply reliability, increase water storage
capability by approximately 100,000 acre-feet, increase the ability to supply water efficiently at the
lowest possible cost, and take advantage of energy management opportunities. Implementation of this
project has the potential of benefiting approximately 1.5 million San Diego County residents by
increasing the capability to store and manage imported water in four existing San Diego County
reservoirs, making the region more resistant to drought and water delivery interruptions.

Water agencies have long recognized that there is a limited and increasingly seasonal supply of water for
a growing Southern California population. It is imperative for water agencies to develop increased
storage capacity to take advantage of cyclical water availability and to ease dry season impacts on the San
Francisco Bay-Delta and the Colorado River. Increased water storage capacity is a key goal of both the
2005 California Water Plan Update and the Cal-Fed Plan for managing Bay-Delta water resources.

The SDIRWMP is a proposal that contains a variety ol excellent projects that will optimize water supply
reliability, protect and enhance water quality, provide stewardship of natural resources, and integrate
water resource management in the San Diego Region. Thank you for your time and consideration of this
important funding request for the Four Reservoir Intertie feasibility study in the SDIRWMP.,

Sincerely,

.n\
| | o a 4 '(" s, ] |
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DENISE MORENO DUCHENY
State Scnator, 40th District

cc: Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

CAPITOL OFFICE CHULA VISTA OFFICE IMPERIAL VALLEY OFFICE COACHELLA VALLEY OFFICE
STATE CAPITOL. ROOM 5035 637 3RD AVENUE. SUITE A-1 1224 STATE STREET. SUITE D 53-990 ENTERPRISE WAY, SUITE 14
SACRAMENTO. CA 95814 CHULA VISTA. CA 91910 EL CENTRO. CA 92243 COACHELLA. CA 92236
TEL (916) 651-4040 TEL (619) 409-7690C TEL (760} 235-3442 TEL (760) 398-6442

FAX (916) 327-3522 FAX (619) 409-7688 FAX (760) 335-3444 FAX (760) 398-6470






SWEETWATER AUTHORITY
505 GARRETT AVENUE
POST OFFICE BOX 2328
CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA 91912-2328
(619) 420-1413
FAX (619) 425-7469
http://www.sweetwater.org

January 21, 2008

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16™ Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects

Dear Mr. Couch:

GOVERNING BOARD

R. MITCHEL BEAUCHAMP, CHAIR
JAMES C. ALKIRE, VICE CHAIR
JAMES "JIM" DOUD

RON MORRISON

W.D. "BUD" POCKLINGTON
TERRY THOMAS

MARGARET COOK WELSH

DENNIS A. BOSTAD
GENERAL MANAGER

MARK N. ROGERS
OPERATIONS MANAGER

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project “Feasibility Study”
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
being the correct reference. Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
“feasibility study” is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.

Sincerely,
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY

Rxck Alexander
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services

o Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

A Public Water A gency
Serving National City, Chula Vista and Surrounding Areas
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January 22,2008

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance

1001 I Street, 16" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Couch:

[ 'am writing in support of the Sweetwater Authority and City of San Diego’s request for $750,000 in
funding through the San Diego Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (SDIRWMP) submittal, to
advance the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Feasibility Study.

The San Diego County Water Authority, City of San Diego, and County of San Diego have managed the
development of the SDIRWMP to coordinate water resource management throughout the San Diego
Region. Funding for the SDIRWMP will advance a study of the Four Reservoir Intertie System (FRIS).
The FRIS would connect the San Vicente, El Capitan, Loveland, and Murray Reservoirs to allow for an
efficient use ol the reservoirs, increase the region’s water supply reliability, increase water storage
capability by approximately 100,000 acre-feet, increase the ability to supply water efficiently at the
lowest possible cost. and take advantage of energy management opportunities. Implementation of this
project has the potential of benefiting approximately 1.5 million San Diego County residents by
increasing the capability to store and manage imported water in.four existing San Diego County
reservoirs, making the region more resistant to drought and water delivery interruptions.

Water agencies have long recognized that there is a limited and increasingly seasonal supply of water for
a growing Southern California population. It is imperative for water agencies to develop increased
storage capacity to take advantage of cyclical water availability and to ease dry season impacts on the San
[rancisco Bay-Delta and the Colorado River. Increased water storage capacity is a key goal of both the
2005 California Water Plan Update and the Cal-Fed Plan for managing Bay-Delta water resources.

The SDIRWMP is a proposal that contains a variety of excellent projects that will optimize water supply
reliability, protect and enhance water quality, provide stewardship of natural resources, and integrate
water resource management in the San Diego Region. Thank you for your time and consideration of this
important funding request for the Four Reservoir Intertie feasibility study in the SDIRWMP.

Sincerely,

i) %
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DENISE MORENO DUCHEN
State Senator, 40th District

cc: Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

CAPITOL OFFICE CHULA VISTA OFFICE IMPERIAL VALLEY OFFICE COACHELLA VALLEY OF FICE

STATE CAPITOL. ROOM 5035 637 3RD AVENUE. SUITE A-1 1224 STATE STREET. SUITED 53-990 ENTERPRISE WAY, SUITE 14
SACRAMENTO. CA 95814 CHULA VISTA, CA 81910 EL CENTRO, CA 92243 COACHELLA. CA 92236
TEL (916) 651-4040 TEL (619) 409-7690 TEL (760) 335-3442 TEL (760) 398-6442
FAX (216) 327-3522 FAX (619) 409-7688 FAX (780) 335-3444 FAX (760) 398-6470
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Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects
Dear Ms. Billington:

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project “Feasibility Study”
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
being the correct reference. Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
“feasibility study” is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.

Sincerely,
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY

FEIC——,

Rick Alexander
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services

cc: Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

A Public Water Agency
Serving National City, Chula Vista and Surrounding Areas
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January 22, 2007

Ms. Tracic Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

RE: SDIRWMP, South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy - SUPPORT
Dear Ms Billington:

] am writing in support of funding for the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy, an integrated,
comprehensive. and coordinated water resource management approach that is included as part of the San Diego
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (SDIRWMP) submittal.

The Otay Water District, City of San Diego, San Diego County Water Authority, and Swecetwater Authority are
currently pursuing development of the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy (Strategy) The Strategy
would maximize the efficient use of local brackish water from the San Diego Formation (SDF), a natural
underground aquifer that lies deep below the central and south San Diego Bay area. Implementation of the
Strategy through an integrated suite of water supply, treatment, and brine conveyance disposal would reduce
dependence on imported water, mitigate potential impacts of planned or emergency supply interruptions, and
minimize supply and environmental impacts to imported water sources from the Colorado River and Bay-Delta.

Sweetwater Authority is requesting $300,000 on behalf of the partners named above through the SDIRWMP for
Phase 111 of the USGS San Diego Formation Hydrogeology Study, a key element of the Strategy. Reliable
assessments currently estimate that the San Diego Formation holds upward of 1,000,000 acre-leet of water.
Presently. the SDI produces about 4 million gallons per day (MGD) of desalinated brackish water and 2 MGD
ol potable well water within Sweetwater Authority’s service area. The SDF is an extensive local water resource
that has the potential to significantly supplement water supplies and reduce dependence on imported water
through its efficient development and use. A carefully coordinated, high-quality scientific analysis of its
potential is an important component of realizing larger, long-term water supply goals for the San Diego Region
and Southern California.

The SDIRWMP funding proposal contains a variety of excellent projects that will optimize water supply
reliability. protect and enhance water quality, provide stewardship of natural resources. and coordinate and
integrate water resource management in the San Diego Region. Thank you for your time and consideration of
this important funding request.

Sincerely.
Zn N
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DENISE MORENO DUCHENY
State Senator, 40th District

o Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
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FAX (916) 327-3522 I AX (619) 409-7688 FAX (760) 335-3444 FAX (760) 398-6470

(5-!‘7‘2:1»!-:,»-.1
——






SWEETWATER AUTHORITY
505 GARRETT AVENUE
POST OFFICE BOX 2328
CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA 91912-2328
(619) 420-1413
FAX (619) 425-7469
http://www.sweetwater.org

January 21, 2008

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16™ Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SDIRWMP, Letters of Support for Sweetwater Authority Projects

Dear Mr. Couch:

GOVERNING BOARD

R. MITCHEL BEAUCHAMP, CHAIR
JAMES C. ALKIRE, VICE CHAIR
JAMES "JIM" DOUD

RON MORRISON

W.D. "BUD" POCKLINGTON
TERRY THOMAS

MARGARET COOK WELSH

DENNIS A. BOSTAD
GENERAL MANAGER

MARK N. ROGERS
OPERATIONS MANAGER

The attached letters of support were provided by Senator Ducheny and Assemblymember Salas
prior to final refinement of the project descriptions for the San Diego Region Four Reservoir
Intertie Project Conceptual Design and the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy.

The letters reference the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project “Feasibility Study”
instead of the San Diego Region Four Reservoir Intertie Project Conceptual Design, the latter
being the correct reference. Importantly, these projects are the same one, and the reference to a
“feasibility study” is in error. Because of the submission deadline, we have chosen to submit
these letters rather than inconvenience the senders to prepare a corrected set of letters of support.

Please be in touch if I may provide additional information.

Sincerely,
SWEETWATER AUTHORITY

Rxck Alexander
Director of Environmental and Governmental Services

o Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
Jim Barrett — Director, City of San Diego Water Department

A Public Water A gency
Serving National City, Chula Vista and Surrounding Areas






Californta State Senate

cHAIR, BUDGET AND FISCAL REVIEW

VICE CHAIR, AGRICULTURE SENATOR
CHAIR. JOINT LEGISLATIVE BUDGET DENISE MORENO DUCHENY
JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT

FORTIETH SENATE DISTRICT

January 22, 2008

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 1 Street, 16" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SDIRWMP, South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy - SUPPORT

Dear Mr. Couch:

SELECT COMMITTEES
CHAIR, CALIFORNIA-MEXIZO
COOPERATION

CHAIR, COLORADO RIVER

CHAIR, OVERSIGHT OF THE
UC ENERGY LABS

BOARDS

CALIFORNIA WORKFCORCE
INVESTMENT

STATE PUBLIC WORKS

| am writing in support of funding for the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy, an integrated,
comprehensive, and coordinated water resource management approach that is included as part of the San Diego

Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (SDIRWMP) submittal.

The Otay Water District, City of San Diego, San Diego County Water Authority, and Sweetwater Authority are
currently pursuing development of the South San Diego County Water Supply Strategy (Strategy). The Strategy
would maximize the efficient use of local brackish water from the San Diego Formation (SDF), a natural
underground aquifer that lies deep below the central and south San Diego Bay area. Implementation of the
Strategy through an integrated suite of water supply, treatment, and brine convevance disposal would reduce
dependence on imported water, mitigate potential impacts of planned or emergency supply interruptions. and
minimize supply and environmental impacts to imported water sources from the Colorado River and Bay-Delta.

Sweetwater Authority is requesting $300,000 on behalf of the partners named above through the SDIRWMP for
Phase Il of the USGS San Diego Formation Hydrogeology Study, a key element of the Strategy. Reliable
assessments currently estimate that the San Diego Formation holds upward of 1,000,000 acre-feet of water.
Presently. the SDF produces about 4 million gallons per day (MGD) of desalinated brackish water and 2 MGD
of potable well water within Sweetwater Authority’s service area. The SDF is an extensive local water resource
that has the potential to significantly supplement water supplies and reduce dependence on imported water
through its efficient development and use. A carefully coordinated, high-quality scientific analysis of its
potential 1s an important component of realizing larger, long-term water supply goals for the San Diego Region

and Southern California.

The SDIRWMP funding proposal contains a variety of excellent projects that will optimize water supply
reliability, protect and enhance water quality, provide stewardship of natural resources, and coordinate and
integrate water resource management in the San Diego Region. Thank you for your time and consideration of

this important funding request.

Sincerely.
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DENISE MORENO DUCHENY
State Senator, 40th District

ce: Dennis Bostad — General Manager, Sweetwater Authority
CAPITOL OFFICE CHULA VISTA OFFICE IMPERIAL VALLEY OFFICE
STATE CAPITOL. ROOM 5035 637 3RD AVENUE. SUITE A-1 1224 STATE STREET, SUITED
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 CHULA VISTA. CA 91910 EL CENTRO, CA 92243
TEL (916) 651-4040 TEL (619) 409-7690 TEL (760) 335-3442
FAX (916) 327-3522 FAX (619) 408-7688 FAX {760) 335-3444
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53-990 ENTERPRISE WAY, SUITE 14
COACHELLA. CA 92236
TEL (760) 398-6442
FAX (760) 398-6470






ENDANGERED HABITATS LEAGUE

DEDICATED TO ECOSYSTEM PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABLE LaND Ust

November 16, 2007

Mr. Scott Couch !

State Water Resources Control Board ! i |
Division of Financial Assistance L FELIA fAD L6 fl e
1001 I Street, 16™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

Regarding: Support: Helix Water District grant request for the El Monte Valley Groundwater
Recharge and River Restoration Project

Dear Ms. Billington and Mr. Couch,

The Endangered Habitats League (EHL) has been involved in developing and implementing regional con-
servation plans under the State NCCP program since 1991, As part of that effort, we have focused sig-
nificant organizational resources towards the restoration of the San Diego River and the creation of the
San Dicgo River Park. The River Park will make important contributions to the success of the NCCP
through the restoration of the biological and hydrological functions of the river and consequently to nu-
merous threatened and endangered species dependent upon the river system.

As aregional public amenity, the San Diego River Park will re-focus public attention on the river which
holds many distinctions of state-wide significance including the site of the first European settlement in
California, the first California Mission, and location of the state’s first water project at Mission Trails
Dam. The San Diego River Conservancy (hitp:/sdre ca gov/), California’s eighth state-charlered conser-
vancy, was cstablished in 2001 to “preserve, restore and enhance the San Diego River”. Many ancillary
benelits are accruing as a result of the effort including environmental education, recreation, improved
waler quality, habitat restoration, and importantly, enhanced public awareness. As an example of the lat-
ter, the San Diego River Coalition (http: www . sandiegoriver.org coalition. html) represents over 50
community non-profit organizations working in partnership with government agencies to develop the San
Diego River Park.

The El Monte Valley Groundwater Recharge and River Restoration Project will be focused near the mid-
dle of the 7-mile rural El Monte valley below El Capitan Reservoir. Linking an ambitious large-scale
restoration project (sce attached landscape plan) with a groundwater recharge program has been a joint
effort of the Helix Water District and the Endangered Habitats League. Over two years of technical plan-
ning has shown that the projects are a natural {it and mutually beneficial to each other.

8424-A SANTA MONICA Bivp., #592, Los ANGELES, CA 90069-4267 ¢  WWW.IHLIAGUEORG ¢ PHONE 213.804.2750 ¢ Fax 323.654.1931



The formidable statewide problems of severe water shortages and loss of habitat for threatened and en-
dangered species would be addressed through the recharge and restoration project. A renewable water
supply of up to 5,000 acre-feet per year of new raw water would be made available to the region. Highly
treated recycled water will be used to recharge the depleted EI Monte Basin aquifer, which will support
restored riparian and sycamore/oak woodland vegetation communities. The restored and biologically di-
verse ecosysiem will in turn enhance the natural bioremediation functions of the river system.

We arc hopeful that the Department of Water Resources appreciates the value of this project and will
support the Helix Water District El Monte Valley Groundwater Recharge and River Restoration grant

rcquest.

Please contact us for any further information or details about this important endeavor.

Sincerely,

Michacl Beck
San Diego Director

Attachment

ce: Mark Weston, General Manager Helix Water District
State Senator Christine Kehoe
Supervisor Dianne Jacob, County of San Diego District Tywo



(& LAKESIDE’S
RIVER PARK . Street: 12108 Industry Road
CONSER VANC Y | Mail: PO Box 2239

Lakeside CA, 92040

sy : Ph (619) 443-4770, fax _(61dQ) 4(;}3-4749(
Celebrating and Preserving the River that Runs Through rarieraan@cox.ne
Lakeside www.lakesideriverpark.org

November 15, 2007

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16™ Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

NOV 16 2007
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Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

RE: El Monte Valley Groundwater Recharge and River Restoration Project
To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of Lakeside’s River Park Conservancy, I am writing in support of the El Monte Valley Groundwater
Recharge and River Restoration Project. This project will make a significant contribution to provide a new
renewable water supply of up to 5,000 acre-feet per year to the region.

This project will involve recharge of the El Monte Groundwater Basin using highly treated recycled water and
subsequent withdrawal of the groundwater to deliver up to 5,000 acre-feet per year of new raw water. In
conjunction, a habitat restoration project will be developed along an approximate 2-mile section of the San Diego
River. The groundwater basin water level will be raised to support the restored habitat.

This project will also make a significant contribution to the creation of a River Restoration Project along the San
Diego River and meet objectives of habitat creation, water quality, education, and recreation.

We are hopeful that the Department of Water Resources will see the value of this project and will support the El
Monte Valley Groundwater Recharge and River Restoration Project.

We look forward to seeing such a worthwhile endeavor take shape along the San Diego River in Lakeside.

S, ﬁcerely, /)

Rgbin Rierdan
Executive Director
c: Mark Weston, General Manager

Helix Water District
7811 University Ave.
La Mesa, CA 91941
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. 7,* GOLDEN STATE FLYCASTERS
S & Trout Unlimited Chapter 920

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16™ Floow
Sacramento, CA 945814

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento CA, 94236-001

November 16™, 2007

Dear Mr. Couch and Ms. Billington:

I am writing to support San Diego Coastkeeper’s Watershed Monitoring Program and its
application for Prop 50 funding for the project: San Diego Regional Water Quality Assessment
and Outreach Project (#15).

This project will allow Coastkeeper to continue to develop useful water quality data for all eleven
watersheds in our region. The data that are generated through this project are all collected and
analyzed with an approved Quality Assurance Project Plan in place, and these data serve a variety
of purposes. At the community level, the data empowers people to understand local water quality
and how land use and non-point source pollution contribute to watershed degradation. At the
regulatory level, the data complement other data sets and allows for a greater understanding of
water quality trends, for the purpose of source water protection and TMDL development and
implementation.

The Golden State Flycasters have been involved with San Diego Coastkeeper in the monthly
monitoring of Escondido Creek since 2006. In addition to the water chemistry and bioassessment
work that we have done, we are also exploring ways to address several of the water quality
concerns in North County San Diego, by taking a tailored watershed-based approach. We have
identified opportunities for collaboration on invasive species removal projects and data analysis
to better understand spawning steelhead trout habitat in the context of creek and river restoration.
This project would help us continue to collaborate to bring about improved water quality for these
watersheds that are currently threatened yet harbor significant potential for population recovery.

This has been a productive partnership with San Diego Coastkeeper. We found the San Diego
IRWMP process to be open and transparent, and the method for prioritizing and selecting projects
well-documented. Moreover, the project engages its participants in activities that promote a
broader understanding of watershed dynamics. San Diego Coastkeeper is uniquely positioned to
mobilize a task force, train the participants to use water quality testing equipment in conformance

3830 Valley Centre Drive #705 PMB 721, San Diego, California, 92130
www.goldenstateflycasters.org



with stringent quality assurance requirements, and then integrate this local data into an region-
wide data base that links multiple ecosystems.

I fully support San Diego Coastkeeper as a successful and proven leader in citizen-based water
quality monitoring programs. Our partnership has significantly strengthened Golden State
Flycasters' and the TU-San Diego chapter's conservation endeavors, and has in fact propelled our
group into additional productive partnerships with regional land and resource managers. Prop 50
funding of this important work by San Diego Coastkeeper is essential for their continued success.

If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to call or e-mail me.

Sincerely,

Y
JW st ——

Sandra Jacobson, Ph.D.

Conservation Coordinator and Former President (2006),

Golden State Flycasters, Trout Unlimited-San Diego Chapter 920
Phone: (858) 414-1518

email: sandij@goldenstateflycasters.org

3830 Valley Centre Drive #705 PMB 721, San Diego, California, 92130
www.goldenstateflycasters.org



Division of Water Quality
1001 | Street « Sacramento, California 95814 « (916) 341-5455
Linda S. Adams Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100 « Sacramento, California « 95812-0100 Arnold Schwarzenegger
Secretary for FAX (916) 341-5463 « http://www.waterboards.ca.gov Governor
Environmental Protection

.Q State Water Resources Control Board

November 20, 2007

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Dear Ms. Billington:

SUBJECT: Prop 50 Integrated Regional Watershed Management Letter of Support on
behalf of San Diego Coastkeeper

Since 1999 the Clean Water Team has assisted San Diego Coast Keeper (SDCK) with
its watershed monitoring activities. The Clean Water Team shares with SDCK the belief
that water monitoring is one of the best ways for the public to engage in watershed
stewardship. SDCK offers opportunities that empower citizens and allows them engage
in watershed stewardship. The Clean Water Team has seen SDCK create the means by
which the public not only learns how to investigate issues of wetland habitats, water
quality, pollution and environmental degradation but how to analyze and respond to the
environmental data at hand.

SDCK'’s water monitoring activities meet scientific scrutiny and are comparable with
other citizen monitoring efforts within the San Diego Region, including Riverside and
Orange Counties. FOLAR'’s water monitoring has also been conducted under approved
Quality Assurance Project Plans and has followed procedures to be comparable with
the State Water Resources Control Board's Surface Water Ambient Monitoring
Program. These actions will allow their data to be used along with data from others, to
address concerns and measure outcomes as outlined within the San Diego IRWMP.

The San Diego IRWMP relies on transparency and has sought input from an array of
water management stakeholders. Actions by the SDCK have long promoted this and the
San Diego Region is benefited by their continued commitment to building a watershed-
wise community. The Clean Water Team has seen this firsthand through our
involvement with SDCK'’s watershed monitoring capacity building programs. These
programs have expanded the number of people and groups able to contribute
watershed data and measure environmental outcomes (TMDLs, BMP effectiveness,
post fire watershed changes...).

California Environmental Protection Agency
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SDCK'’s projects funded through this grant will greatly benefit the San Diego IRWMP
and provide for wiser water usage, advancing water quality protection and improving
water quality. The Clean Water Team’s services (technical support, training...) will
continue to be available to SDCK and assist any of their water monitoring effort’s funded
through this Proposition 50 Integrated Regional Water Management Grant. These
services are free and will complement the grant funded projects.

Sincerely,

I/. d 4
gl . i
3 faa A =

U I 7
Erick Burres, Citizen Monitoring Coordinator
Division of Water Quality,

Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program
Clean Water Team

California Environmental Protection Agency
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May 1, 2007

Ms. Robyn Badger

Zonlogical Society of San Dicgo
P.0. Box 120551

San Diego, CA 92112-0551

Dcar Ms. Badger:

On behalf of the California Watershed Network, I am writing to endorse the Zoological
Society of San Diego’s Integrated Water Quality and Watershed Proteclion program at

the San Diego Wild Animal Park, which is designed (o improve water quality, cnhance
wetlands habilat, reduce water consunption, and provide community outrcach.

The Integrated Water Quality and Watershed Protection program will enhance the Wild
Animal Park’s water systemns by redeveloping riparian corriders, adding tortiary
treatment 1 i85 existing plant, enhancing water circulation during dry scasons, and
recovering runoff that tlows into our local watcrsheds. The Park will showcease its newly
developed waterways as a vehicle for community outreach and education, reaching more
than 1.5 million visitors annually. Tt will be used to educate individuais about water
conservation, wetlands habitat preservation, water relinbility issues, and olfer innovative
ways for individuals of alf ages to take an active role in local water conservation efforts.

The Zoological Society of San Dicgo’s Integrated Water Quality and Watershed

Protection program will play an impo:tant rolc in water conservation and education, not
only in San Dicgo, but as an example worldwide. 1 strongly support this valuable elfort.

Sincerely, D

Kevin C, Ward

Board Member, California Watershed Network







November 26, 2007

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

Dear Ms. Tracie Billington:

Educational opportunities for the youth to learn about water and watershed conservation directly result in an
environmentally aware generation that will conserve water and protect watershed habitats. The Zoological
Society of San Diego’s Biofiltration Wetland Creation and Education Program will provide these important
learning experiences to youth of all ages. | will specifically benefit from this Program, as | am a
Conservation Corps volunteer student at the San Diego Wild Animal Park.

Conservation Corps is a high school volunteer program where members interpret conservation issues to
guests at eight stations around the Wild Animal Park. Although the stations address guests of all ages, they
are designed to attract kids with fun, hands-on activities, games, and rewards like trading cards and stamps.
When the stations hook the kids, the parents almost always follow. In this manner, Conservation Corps
begins the development of ecologically friendly habits in kids as well as informs adults, who are the
environment's biggest benefactors of the now.

The Conservation Corps’ Watershed Station has a hands-on watershed model for guests. Using soy sauce as
automobile oil, Kool-Aid as pesticide, and hot cocoa powder as sedimentary run-off, guests place the
pollutants and watch the rain from the spray bottle guide the brown mess into the plaster streams, and
eventually into the plaster lake. It is not unusual to hear “ew!” from the kids or to see the appalled faces of
the parents. Similarly, a game at the Watershed Station is played by arranging five bottles of different
volumes of water with the labels including “Saltwater,” “Frozen Water,” “Water Underground,” “Polluted
Surface Water,” and “Fresh Water.” The smallest bottle is the “Freshwater” bottle, which has only a drop of
water inside; in shock, the kids often shout, "But this bottle's empty!" When the public can see the issue
alongside the lesson, the importance for conservation becomes real and, with this new motivation, the
solutions become tangible.

People will only protect what they love, only love what they know, and only know what they learn; the
foundation of conservation lies within education. Conservation Corps runs two Saturdays per month, six
months per year; consequently, the program only reaches a small sample of the Wild Animal Park's nearly
two million guests per year. However, with the addition of the Biofiltration Wetland Creation and Education
Program, we would be able to reach a much larger audience and it would be an effective step towards
improving the quality and quantity of fresh water, as well as better the state of watersheds everywhere.

Your support of the Biofiltration Wetland Creation and Education Program at the San Diego Zoo's Wild
Animal Park would be a significant advancement towards raising the awareness of water issues to the almost
two million visitors of the Park per year. Thank you for your consideration of this very important project.

Sincerely,

Natalie Lowell

Conservation Corps Student Volunteer
15500 San Pasqual Valley Road
Escondido, California 92027-7017






City of Del Mar

December 17, 2007

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance

1001 | Street, 16th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
PO Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

Re: Support for San Dieguito Watershed Council Staffing Request

Dear Sir and Madam:

| am writing to express the City of Del Mar's support for the San Dieguito
Watershed Council (Watershed Council), a group of local government agencies
and non-profit organizations, and its efforts to implement the San Dieguito
Watershed Management Plan (Plan). The San Dieguito River Valley
Conservancy's grant funding request for “San Dieguito Watershed Council
Staffing” is part of the San Diego Integrated Regional Water Management Plan.

The newly-formed Watershed Council is not supported financially by its
members, outside funding is crucial to providing the staffing needed to facilitate
implementation of the Plan, the express mission of the Watershed Council and its
members. A dedicated staff position for the Watershed Council will play a crucial
role in coordinating its activities and overseeing many of the initiatives identified
as being critical to moving the Plan into action.

As of April 16, 2007 the Del Mar City Council adopted a Resolution of Support for
the Plan. The City of Del Mar supports the staffing funding request because it will
benefit the implementation of the Plan.

This support will ultimately lend itself to a comprehensive and regional effort of
maintaining and further enhancing the long-term health of the watershed’s
resources while balancing the effects of urbanization and changes in land use.

1050 Camino Del Mar - Del Mar, California 92014-2698 - Telephone: {858) 755-9313 -

Fax: (858) 755-2794 - www.delmar ca.us

®



Mr. Scott Couch

Ms. Tracie Billington
December 17, 2007
Page 2

As a member of the Watershed Council, the City of Del Mar recognizes the value
this diverse group of stakeholders will bring to coordinated watershed planning
efforts. To this end, we strongly urge you to accept the San Dieguito River Valley
Conservancy’s request for funding. We thank you in advance and appreciate
your time on this matter.

Respectfully,

W@mﬁ/ﬂk—

Karen Brust
City Manager

KB/rk

cc:  Carmen Kasner, City Engineer
Rosanna Lacarra, Clean Water Manager



William Simmons
Attorney-At-Law
7817 Herschel Ave., Suite 200 « La Jolla, CA 92037
Tel 858-456-2439 - Fax 858-456-3813
willsim@earthlink.net

November 14. 2007

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street. 16" Floor

Sacramento. CA 945814

Ms. Tracie Billington

Department of Water Resources

Division of Planning and Local Assistance
P.O. Box 942836

Sacramento CA. 94236-001

Re: Grant Application for San Dicguito Watershed Council Statting
Dear Mr. Couch and Ms. Billington.

I am the founding chair of the San Dieguito Watershed Council. Also. [ have been on the
Board of Directors of the San Dicguito River Valley Conservancy tor all but once of the
past ten years and Board president tor two years.

The San Dieguito Watershed Management Plan is a wonderful document. ['m glad to
have participated in its creation. Unfortunately it will. like many plans. sit on the shelt
unless some organization drives its implementation. [ volunteered to be the Chair of the
Council to assist the Conservancy in implementing the Plan.

The Council has been in existence nearly a vear now. We are encouraged by the tact that
the County of San Diego and all of the cities that have jurisdiction in the watershed are
participating. In addition. several other stakeholders — basically every organization and
individual that signiticantly participated in the development of the Plan — have named
representatives to participate in the Council. That’s the good news: we're up and running
with committed people and organizations.

The Council receives no financial support from its members. however. Just as important,
it has no dedicated statt yet. except what the Conservancy has chosen to donate to help
the Council get started. This donation is temporary. as the Conservancy has limited
resources and many demands.

Council members are coming together to voluntarily work toward implementing doable
near-term elements of the Plan. Much can be done this way. if we have some statf to
provide leadership. start things and keep them moving.



The ~if we have staft " is very important. | can remember my early days on the
Conservancy Board when we had only part time clerical staft. to keep track of the dues
and the membership. Then we took considerable risk and hired an executive director.
From that point forward. the Conservancy has moved from being a cipher to being a
leader among all the land conservation organizations in the county. This wouldn’t have
happened had not we had statt to provide dayv-to-day leadership and implement things
between the mectings of the volunteer board. Volunteers with full time commitments
clsewhere can’t do it.

So it will be with the Watershed Plan unless the Council has paid staft to help implement
Council initiatives. The SWRCB channeled the money to us to create the Plan. We look
forward to the SWRCB directing money to us move us into stgniticant implementation.

Sincerely. /

//‘(_) - // i .

e ‘

[ Tl AT 4&1 Lt T T —
-

o .
William Simrhons
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£ ~Groundwork
gé\\”  Chollas Creek

CHANGING PLACES
CHANGING LIVES

Mr. Scoit Couch
SWRCB

1001 | St. 16" FI.
Sacramento, Ca 95814

November 12, 2007
Dear Mr. Couch,

Itis with great pleasure that Groundwork San Diego-Chollas Creek writes in support of
the City of San Diego's Project #20-Dalbergia at Thor Green Mall Phase 1.

Our organization formed fwo years ago at the request of the City of San Diego to lead
the community in the implementation of the Chollas Creek Enhancement program.
Since that time, Groundwork USA, an EPA/National Park Service initiative, has
recognized us as one of 16 trusts in the Unites States. As such, we are a nonprofit
environmental business working to address water quality, education, conservation, and
restoration issues along the 32 miles of Chollas Creek. In fact, we will soon be
undertaking a DWR-funded restoration in South Chollas Creek.

The “Green Garden” low impact development project is precisely the kind of effort we
are trying to foster aiong Chollas Creek. In fact, we are currently working with the
Stormwater office to identify ways in which Groundwork might undertake constructed
wetland projects within the Creek that would complement, and offer maximum water
quality benefits to, Stormwaters  “outside-the receiving waters” projects. The
Dalbergia Street “lid" would be a most significant first step in that process.

Don't hesitate to call if | can provide any additional information.

incerely,

-

Leslie Reynol
Secretary of ard
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THE City oF SAN DIEGO

January 22, 2008

Mr. Scott Couch

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
1001 I Street, 16" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr, Couch:

I am writing to provide support for the County of San Diego, Department of General
Services’ Chollas Creek Runoff Reduction and Groundwater Recharge Project. This
project would directly benefit the City in its efforts to comply with required total
maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for Chollas Creek through the reduction of urban runoff
anticipated to result from project implementation. I appreciate the opportunity to submit
these comments.

The Chollas Creek Runoff Reduction and Groundwater Recharge Project is designed to
reduce runoff from three County of San Diego facilities in the Chollas Creek
subwatershed of the Pueblo San Diego hydrological unit. These sites, which were
designed to facilitate public access, have large parking lots, contributing to a high degree
of imperviousness and the potential for pollutants to be discharged via sheet runoff and
the municipal storm drain system. This transport contributes potential pollutants to
Chollas Creek, a water body listed on the 303(d) list for bacteria, dissolved copper, lead,
and zinc. The County of San Diego, Department of General Services proposes to retrofit
portions of one of the traditional parking lots with porous pavement over stone reservoirs,
one with a proprietary concrete vault over stone, and one with vegetative low impact
development features to capture runoff from the parking lots, and, where feasible, to also
capture runoff from roof drains. These installations will directly help to reduce urban
runoff and the transport of pollutants to Chollas Creek.

A further benefit the City of San Diego will derive from the Project is as a practical
demonstration of low impact development (LID) practices. City employees and
contractors will be able to visit the facilities, observe the Department of General
Services’ implementation of LID principles, and, potentially, apply some of those
principles at some of the highly impervious facilities owned and managed by the City. In
addition, the presence of these three public facilities in the watershed retrofitted with
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stormwater BMPs will benefit the City’s outreach efforts, in addition to those of the
County. Members of the public who visit the County facilities will be able to see how
highly impervious sites can be retrofitted and improved to reduce runoff. Public
awareness and education about the importance of runoff reduction to water quality is a
key component in bringing about the changes necessary to affect long-term water quality
improvements.

The City of San Diego is required to implement TMDLs for Dissolved Copper, Lead, and
Zinc in Chollas Creek, and is working to meet its TMDL Source Loading Best
Management Practices and Monitoring Strategy Assessment. The reduction in the
transport of metals and pollutants to Chollas Creek that is anticipated to result from
implementation of the County of San Diego, Department of General Services’ Chollas
Creek Runoff Reduction and Groundwater Recharge Project will directly contribute to
the City’s ability to comply with the TMDLs for Chollas Creek and will help the City
meet its outreach goals. I encourage your Board to fund this important project through
the Proposition 50 IRWMP Grant process.

Sincerely,
ot 7

Drew Kleis
Acting Deputy Director
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