Kenneth Ekelund – Project Manager for IWMP (MCWRA)
Ken has 6 years of experience in watershed management, GIS and land management. Prior to coming to the Monterey County Water Resources Agency four years ago, Ken was a founding member of the Garrapata Creek Watershed Council, a small community-based watershed group in the Big Sur region of Monterey County. Relevant experience includes:

Garrapata Creek Watershed Assessment and Restoration Plan Project Manager. Ken obtained funding of almost $100,000 from the California Department of Fish and Game and Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission to conduct a watershed assessment and create a restoration plan to protect endangered steelhead rainbow trout in the Garrapata Creek watershed.

President, Garrapata Creek Watershed Council (GCWC). Ken is the founding President of the GCWC. The GCWC, which was founded in 2000, seeks to protect the watershed while balancing the needs of habitat protection with the needs of the community. Ken dedicated over a year at startup to get the group incorporated as a non-profit organization, obtain funding for a watershed assessment, and facilitate an upslope erosion study conducted by Pacific Watershed Associates (PWA). Working as the Watershed Coordinator and part-time technician with PWA, Ken conducted several weeks of fieldwork to assess over a dozen of the twenty-two miles of roads that were assessed; he also performed the community outreach and landowner coordination for the project. Through his efforts over 70% of the watershed was assessed for upslope erosion problems that impair water quality and degrade fish habitat.

While Ken was President, the Garrapata Creek Watershed Council received  $313,000 from California Department of Fish and Game and the California Coastal Conservancy to fund an upslope implementation project to upgrade or decommission over 14 miles of roads in the watershed.

Monterey County Water Resources Technician. Ken is responsible for the management of over 25,000 acres of Agency land in the Nacimiento and San Antonio River watersheds. Skilled in field collection, Ken has mapped much of the Agency’s holdings. Ken used his GIS skills to increase accuracy of Agency Assessment Rolls and provided support for numerous Agency projects.

Naval Officer and Project Manager. Before retiring from the U.S. Navy in 1998, Ken was responsible for managing the development of several advanced systems. He took these systems from concept to implementation while managing annual budgets of as much as $500,000; he was responsible for integration of several systems costing in excess of $10M.

Education

B.A. History. University of North Florida, 1980.

