Attachment H – Environmental Justice Needs and Issues


This project is eligible for environmental justice points. This project will create a watershed management plan for the San Antonio and Nacimiento Watersheds in Monterey and San Luis Obispo Counties. 

The San Antonio Watershed in Monterey County is included in the King City Census County Division (CCD). The demographics of this CCD are a total population of 39,541 with approximately 70% of the population Hispanic or Latino, 26% of the population White, 2.0% Asian and the remaining including Black, African American, American Indian, Alaska Native and Pacific Islanders. 24.4% of this population is living below the poverty level. The Nacimiento Watershed in San Luis Obispo is included in the Paso Robles CCD. The demographics of the Paso Robles CCD are a total population of 40,439 with approximately 71% of the population white and 20% Hispanic or Latino. Other races that are represented within the CCD are Black (2.3%), American Indian and Alaska Native (1.3%) and Asian (1.4%). According to the 2000 U.S. Census Data, 12.5% of this population has income below the poverty level.

Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income and is meant to provide the same degree of protection from environmental and health hazards and equal access to decision-making process to all. 

Because these geographical areas have diverse populations as far as origin, income, race and color there is a need for of all community residents to have meaningful involvement and appropriate opportunities to participate in decisions regarding the development of a watershed management plan that will impact their environment. 

Several communities that rely on the groundwater recharge resources of the Nacimiento and San Antonio Watersheds qualify as economically disadvantaged, which means that the annual household income is less than 80% of the statewide median household income. The communities are San Miguel, San Ardo, King City and Greenfield.

Environmental Justice communities in the project area will be involved in the planning project by the consideration of community-specific communication issues that includes venue, meeting times, media and language. Adequate information, in the appropriate format, such as meeting notices in Spanish or Spanish language interpreters, will be provided to the communities to ensure meaningful participation. 

