Attachment A: Project Description & Objectives (2 pages + map)

Detailed Description


This project will create an Integrated Watershed Management Plan (IWMP) for the Nacimiento and San Antonio River Watersheds that are tributaries of the Salinas River. These two rivers drain into two reservoirs that are owned and operated by the Monterey County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA) to provide flood control and supply water for groundwater recharge for the Salinas Valley. Approximately 17,500 acre/feet of water from Nacimiento is allocated to San Luis Obispo for potable water use, with some of that water currently being utilized in residential areas around Lake Nacimiento and the remainder will be utilized as an urban source via San Luis Obispo’s Nacimiento Water Project. A watershed group will be created that will produce an IWMP that includes the mandated elements of a watershed plan (See Task 5 of the Work Plan). In addition to the mandated elements, a Watershed Conservation Strategy and a Land Management Plan will be included that will improve and enhance the management of the approximately 16,000 acres that MCWRA currently owns and manages through grazing leases around the reservoirs.


Goals, Description and Outcomes



The overall goal for this project is to build a policy framework for administration and management of the watersheds that incorporates the following objectives:

1. Protect Beneficial Water Uses

Elements of this plan must protect, restore or enhance beneficial water supplies and uses within the watershed, including the primary uses for which the reservoirs were created, i.e. Salinas Valley groundwater recharge and flood prevention. Protection of water quality for human consumption and health and the natural ecosystems are corollary objectives.

2. Coordinate Watershed Efforts

Facilitate coordinated efforts between local, state and federal agencies, regulatory agencies, environmental organizations and the public to implement watershed management policies and physical improvements in ways which effectively transcend jurisdictional boundaries.

3. Plan at the Watershed level but analyze and implement at the sub-watershed level.

Keep a “Watershed-wide” perspective, but strive to be specific to issues and conditions found in smaller sub-watershed areas. 

4. Integrate Various Planning efforts.

Planning efforts for land use, transportation, watershed protection, habitat conservation needs to be integrated and coordinated.

5. Protect Agricultural land and Open Space.

Strive to protect, restore, or enhance agricultural land and undeveloped open space in the watersheds. Focus on collaborative efforts to protect undeveloped areas, while balancing landowner property rights with watershed protection.  

The outcome of this project will be an IWMP that is achieved by incorporating the recommendations of stakeholders within the watersheds. A Watershed group that is supported by a Technical Advisory Committee will develop the plan. (See Task 1 of Work Plan)

Important Ecological Processes and Environmental Resources


Lake Nacimiento is home to one of the few active bald eagle nesting sites on the Central Coast. It also has a viable large and smallmouth bass population and is the only resevoir in California stocked with white bass. The Nacimiento Watershed has habitat that is capable of supporting the California Tiger Salamander.


Lake San Antonio is one of the largest eagle winter habitats in Central California. Over 60 eagles, both bald and golden, have been counted around the reservoir. Lake San Antonio has a variety of fish species with catfish and largemouth bass being two of the most popular amongst fishermen. The San Antonio watershed provides habitat for the Endangered Arroyo Toad, San Joaquin Kit Fox and the Threatened California Tiger Salamander. Vernal pools, which are seasonal depressional wetlands that provide critical habitat for species like the California Tiger Salamander, are also found in the San Antonio Watershed.  
Beneficial Uses of the water bodies as defined in the CCRWQCB Basin Plan


The Nacimiento and San Antonio Rivers and Reservoirs are listed in the CCRWQCB’s Basin Plan with the following combined designated uses:  Municipal and Domestic Water Supply (MUN); Agricultural Water Supply (AGR); Industrial Service Supply (IND); Ground Water Recharge (GWR); Contact and Non-Contact Water Recreation (REC1, REC2); Wildlife Habitat (WILD); Cold and Warm Fresh Water Habitat (COLD, WARM); Migration of Aquatic Organisms (MGR); Spawning, Reproduction and/or Early Development of Fish (SPWM); Rare, Threatened, or Endangered Species habitat support (RARE); Freshwater Replenishment (FRESH); Navigational Uses (NAV); Hydropower Generation (POW); Commercial and Sport Fisheries Uses (COMM).

How Project Targets Specific Water Quality Pollutants or parameters

The CCRWQCB designated the Salinas River Watershed as one of its priority areas in 1996 and in 1999 drafted the “The Salinas River Watershed Management Action Plan”. The Nacimiento and San Antonio Watersheds comprise approximately 14.5%  (437,582 acres out of 3 million acres) of the Salinas River Watershed. The land uses within the Nacimiento and San Antonio Watersheds include residential; agricultural; (grazing, pasture, dry land farming and crop production); two military installations, Camp Roberts and Fort Hunter Liggett; Las Padres National Forest: a recently designated Superfund site on Las Tablas Creek; and recreational activities such as camping, fishing and water sports. The “Salinas River Watershed Management Action Plan” describes the water quality issues associated with these land uses as nitrates in ground and surface water, pesticides in sediment and animal tissues, mercury in Lake Nacimiento and its tributaries, erosion, sedimentation, roads, highways and other point source discharges. The development of the IWMP will identify the existing condition of the watershed as it relates to water quality pollutants (see Task 3 of the Work Plan), develop strategies for future protection of the watershed (see Task 4 of the Work Plan) and describe the measurable characteristics for water quality improvement and milestones for implementing the methods for achieving and sustaining water quality improvements (see Task 5 of the Work Plan).
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